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[PARALLEL 


872, 


May ſeem to want ſome Apology for trou- 
bling you with the preſent Vindication, in 
anſwer to the Letter you ſent me, which I 
had heard much talked of, and had then 
born a ſecond Impreſſion : But as all the Returns 
we can make for the Favours and Protection we 
receive, is only the Tribute of the 'Pen, That I 
willingly pay; tho', in this Caſe, I wiſh it was in 
a much abler Hand, | 
> IT muſt own I was extremely ſurprixed to find fo 
great a Man in the Church treated in ſuch a man- 
ner; to ſee the Art, the Pains that has been ta- 
ken to render him odious, under the Pretence of 
defending another; whereas it may appear, from 
the Characters the Author of that Letter has gi- 
ven, that his Intention was only to introduce ſome- 
thing which is to follow; that his Aim is not at 
Perſons only, but there are Deſigns in view which 
he vainly hopes to promote, by ſowing Diſcord 
amongſt the Great, and by leſſening the Credit 


of one from whom he may expect te greateſt 
Oppoſition, 12 


A2 | The 


(4) 


The Reflections made by him you will find are 
not ſingular, but againſt all who are of the ſame 
Church of England Principles: I thought it there- 
fore not improper, to take it in the preſent View; 
for tho' his G——ce be not once mentioned, and 
poſſibly not intended to have been reflected on 
in particular, yet his Arguments, if they have any 


Weight or Influence, tho“ principally levelled at an- 


other, muſt, inthe Conſequence, hurt his G—ce's 


Character, whoſe pious Labours, and ſteddy Ad» 
| herence, ta the Principles and Dactrine of the 
Church of England, in the moſt dangerous Times; 


whoſe hearty Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 


the preſent Royal Family, his tender Compaſſion 
for ſcrupulous Conſciences, and univerſal. Benevo- 


lence, towards. all Mankind, with an Abhorrenee 


of Perſecution upon Account of Religion; made 4 


him worthy. of, and raiſed him to that high Poſt 


which he has filled with ſo much Honour; and 
yet, Who without the. leaſt Diminution of his 
great Character, or hurting the Cauſe of Liberty, 
as a faithful Counſellor to his Sovereign, a dili- 
gent Paſtor of his Church, a Friend to the Peace 
and Quiet of the Kingdom, gave a ſtrenuous Op- 
poſition to the Promotion of Dr. S — 4 (—4 
to a Biſhoprick, by reaſon that he was ſuſpected 
of ſome unhappy Errors in Points of Religion, in- 
conſiſtent wich the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and the true Faith of a Chriſtian; not- 
withſtanding that his great Learning and Probity, 


his pious Example, his Labours in ſupport of Re- 
ligion in general againſt. Atheiſm and Infidelity, 
had gained him'the Friendſhip, and even the Re- 
commendation of many. of high Rank. 


It is aſſerted, that the preſent Oppoſition to 
Dr. R-——, aroſe from the Principles of that 
great Man, whoſe Opinion (eſpecially ſince the 
Age and. Infirmities of our Metropolitan * 8 

Wün- 


is 


1 


withdrawn him from the Publick) concerning the 
Fitneſs: of Perſons for ſpiritual Preferments, has 
been frequently required by his Majeſty. Where 
Perſons act alike, we may preſume that they act 
upon the ſame Principles; it will not therefore 
be foreign to my preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that 
theſe Principles of Church Power and Church 
Government, were not thought unworthy the 
Patronage of Archbiſhop Teniſon, whoſe Memory 
will ever be bleſſed amongſt all thoſe who are 
true Friends to our Conſtitution, to whom that 
Work which is now cenſured, was dedicated. 
And I doubt not but ic will appear, that chis 
learned Prelate has always acted à very conſiſtent 
Part; a Part ſuitable to his great Character, e- 
qual to the Example his great Patron ſet him, in 
his Zeal for Religion, his ſteddy Adherence to our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State, together 
with all thoſe ſhining Virtues that compoſe a 
faithful Subject, a great and good Man, 

Neither do I think that the Friends of Dr. R— 
will look upon him to be injured by the Paral- 
lel, which, if it ſhould be applied to him, ranks 
him with one whom the learned World had in fo 
high an Eſteem ; who was valued and loved 
the Good and Great, tho? pitied for ſome unhappy 
Errors he had imbibed, or which the too great 
Reliance on his metaphyſical way of Reaſoning 
had carried him into : Unhappy to think, with 
the ſhort Line of Reaſon, to fathom the Depths 
of Eternity, or to comprehend the Eſſence of the 
Godhead, which both Faith and Reaſon tells us 
is incomprehenſible. 

I wiſh the Author of that Letter had as ſeriouſ- 
ly and diſpaſſionately conſidered the Caſe before 
him, he would not then have ſo injuriouſly put 
together thoſe Extracts from the Writings of that 
learned Prelate, only to raiſe an Odium from un- 

con- 
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connected and diſperſed Sentences ; he would not 
only have made uſe of his Words, but would have 
mentioned their Connection with thoſe Paſſages 
from whence they were taßen; he would not 


| have endeavoured to give his Readers a different 


Idea of their Extent and Conſequence, than wy 
would have conceived from the Book itſelf if it 


| had lain before them. 


What Pocver has this Right Reverend Prelate 
ever aimed at, but the Power of doing good, the 
Power of puniſhing Vice and Immorality, of 


OR God's Worſhip? Let the moſt 


iteful and prying Eye ſearch into all his Acts of 
Juriſdiction, and ſee if they can find one Inſtance 
where a tender Conſcience has been oppreſſed by 
him. No! theſe are not his Arts of gaining 
Proſelytes to the Truth, to compel them to come in: 
He uſes no Force but the Strength of Reaſon and 
Scripture, and ſtrives to remove their Prejudices 
by Humanity and Forbearance, | 
If © the Tone of the Voice, the Motion of 
& a Hand, the Geſture of the Body, do frequent- 
« ly determine the Signification of Words,” as 


the Author of the Letter obſerves, How much 


more does the Connection of one Sentence with 
another, with the Argument for which it is uſed, 
the Application to which it is made, determine 


the Meaning and Extent of it? I ſhall therefore 


firſt conſider the ſeveral Paſſages extracted from 
the Preface to that “ learned and laborious Work, 
from which, tho* deſigned for the Uſe of the 
Clergy only, the Profeſſors both of the Common 
and Canon Laws have 'received great Aſſiſtance z 
and, upon Inquiry, I perſuade myſelf that you 
— find they cannot, ought not, to give Of- 
ence, | | 


* Cod. Juris Eccleſiaſtici Anglicani. 


After 


1 

After the learned Author has declared, that it 
was attempted purely for the Service of the Cler- 
gy, f he recommends it to ſuch Perſons in 
* the Univerſities, as are deſigned for holy Or- 
& ders; that when they are promoted to Bene- 
e fices, they may not be Strangers to the Rights 
„ which the Law gives, nor to the Duties which 
+ jt requires; and (if they be veſted with Ju- 
riſdiction of any kind) they may be able with | 
* ordinary Application, to be their own Judges 
“ in all Points that relate to the Correction of 
„ Manners; and in ſuch other Matters as con- 
„ cern Order and Diſcipline in the Church: The 
* vigorous Adminiſtration of which is, be ſays, 
one of the greateſt Supports to Religion, and 
* to the Honour of God's publick Worſhip. 
* And as ſuch is the proper Province of the Or- 
* dinaries themſelves.” 

But it is aſced what he calls Order and Diſci- 
* Pline.” Is not that the Language of the Laws, 
of the Articles, of the Canons, of the Liturgy of 
the Church of England? And are they Terms 
improper for an eccleſiaſtical Ordinary to uſe ? 
Or does he call any thing Order and Diſcipline 
which the Laws of the Church, allowed by the 
Laws of the Land, do not call fo? Take his 
own Words: Our * preſent Rule of Govern- 
* ment and Diſcipline in the Church, are the 
* Laws in being.“ bk 
| Is not that Vigorous Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
in temporal Matters, which we with ſo much 
Pleaſure obſerve in the Sages of the Law, 
who preſide in the temporal Courts, one of 
the greateſt Supports of the Government, and 
to the Honour of his Majeſty's Adminiſtra- 


} Preface, pi 8, 9. 
© Page 31, 
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tion? Which tho? it ſhines with Luſtre in every 
Part, does in norte more, than, in that happy 
and wiſe Choice he makes of thoſe who exerciſe 
his Authority therein: Men of that extenſive 
Knowledge, deep Judgment, ſound Learning, 
great Patience, and unbiaſs'd Integrity: Why then 
is the eccleſiaſtical Ordinary to be cenſured, for 
aſſerting, that in ſuch Matters as concern the Order 
and Diſcipline of the Church, the vigorous Admi- 
nitration thereof, is one of the greateſt Supports 
to Religion, and is to the Honour of God's pub- 
lick Worſhip, 
The great Oracle of the Law, as he is tiled, 
the Lord Coke, gives this Account of the temporal 
and eccleſiaſtical Laws *, ** The Kingdom of 
* England is an abſolute Empire and Monarchy, 
* conſiſting of one Head, which is the King, 
« and of a Body Politick, compact and com- 
„ pounded of many, and almoſt infinite, ſeveral, 
* and yet well agreeing Members; all which the 
© Law divideth into two Parts, the Clergy, and 
e the Laity, both of them, next and immediately 
« under God, ſubje& and obedient to the Head: 
« Alſo the kingly Head of this politick Body, 
« is inſtituted nd furniſhed with plenary Prero- 
« gative and Juriſdiction, to render Juſtice and 
vn Right to every Part and Member of this Body, 
And as in temporal Cauſes, the King by the 
« Mouth. of his Judges, in his Courts of Juſtice, 
« doth judge and determine the ſame, by the 
« temporal Laws of England; fo in Cauſes Ec- 
e cleſiaſtical and Spiritual, as nanfely, Blaſphemy, 
« Apoſtſay from Chriſtianity, Hereſies, Schiſms, 
« Ordering, Admiſſions, Inſtitutions of Clerks, 
Celebration of Divine Service——Right of 
* Tythes, Oblations, Obventions, Dilapidations, 


| *® 5 Rep. Caudry's Caſe, 
<«< Reparation 


(9) 


« Reparation of Churches——Simony, Inceſt, 


y « Fornication, Adulteries——and others (tbe Co- 
1 & muſance whereof belongs not io th? Common Laus 
6 * of England) The ſame are to be determined 
” 6 and decided by eccleſiaſtical Judges, according 


> „ tothe King's eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm. 
YA cc For, albeit the Kings of England derived 


5 ce their eccleſiaſtical Laws from others, yet ſo 
- % many as. were proved, approved and allowed 
8 b here, by and with a general Conſent, are aptly 
5 and rightly called the King's eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
FF © which whoſoever ſhall deny, he denieth that 
1, the King hath full and plenary Power to de- 
1 „ liver Jultice in all Cauſes, and to puniſh all 
of Crimes and Offences within his Kingdom: For 
that, as before, it appeareth, the deciding of 
„ 1 Matters of fo many and ſo great Importance 
8. are not within the Conuſance of the Common 
3 3 * Laws, and conſequently that the King is no 
ne © compleat Monarch, nor Head of the whole 
14d and entire Body of the Realm.” 
1 I What then does our great Ecclefiaſtic, as the 
17 Author ftiles him, advance, but what is ſupported 
| by our Great Common Lawyer ? the one ſays that 
\» 8 the due Adminiſtration of the Laws which relate 
wy to Order and Diſcipline in the Church, is one of 
' the greateſt _— to Religion, and to the Ho- 
7 Þ nourof God's Worſhip, and is the proper Buſineſs 
of the Ordinary the other infers, that the Denial 
thereof is, in — to deny that the King 


„ zs the complete Head of the whole and entire 
Body of the Realm: For Order and Diſcipline are 


„ only the King's eccleſiaſtical Laws, which re- 
= late to the Government of the Church, and the 
55 due Performance of divine Offices, and Puniſh- 
as ment of thoſe Offences, wherein the King deli- . 


vers Juſtice by the Hands of the eccleſiaſtical 
J * that is, the Proper Ordinaries. Happy 
is 
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is it then for this Church, that under bis Majeſty, 


&« all his Views, all his Advices, all his Meaſures tl 
« will be directed to ſo good an End.” i 
Another Paſſage in this Preface, wherein he is 
miſrepreſented, is where the Letter ſays, ** The q 
Power of the Church is his great Aim, and t! 
<* accordingly He thinks it very reaſonable, that g 
* no Bills concerning Religion ſhould be prefer- v! 
« ed or rec&eved into the Houſe of Commons, Ir 
* unleſs the ſame be firſt conſidered and liked by 3 
the Clergy.” Za 
What lmpreſſion is this intended to make upon 
the Reader, but to repreſent our learned Author, 
as preſcribing Rules to the Legiſlature, and witn 


a Sort of regal Authority directing their Counſels? t 


A Thing indeed too common at preſent amongit 
Writers of much leſs Note. He thinks it very "* 
Reaſonable! But let us take his own Words * 
As to the making of Laws concerning Religion, 
« by the Temporalty in Parliament, that is a 
«« Point not to be touched for many Reaſons: But 
„ hope it will be no Offence to mention, what 
e has heretofore paſs'd between the Court and 
the Houſe of Commons upon this Head, eſpe- 
« cially ſince it has been already publiſhed by 
* an eminent + Member of that Houſe. May 22. 
« 1572, 14 Eliz, It is ſignified by the Speaker, 
„ That her Majeſty's Pleaſure is, That from bence- 
* forth, no Bill concerning Religion ſhall be prefer- 


&« ed or received into this Houſe, unleſs the ſame \# 


What now becomes of that dictatorial Air where- 7 
in they are repreſented? a Recital only of the 
Royal Meſſage, in thoſe Words which might be- } 
come the Royal Mouth, at that time jealous of | 

* Pref. p. 20,21. 
t D' Ewe's Journal, p. 213. 


1 


ſures A the Supremacy; a Point, perhaps, not ſufficiently 
& conſidered by the Author of the Letter. 
he is WM But whether this were reaſonable or not, re- 
The i quires no further Juſtification, as to this Paſſage, 
and than to ſay that it came from the Mouth of that 
that great Princeſs, who was at that Time the Glory 
efer- of the Reformation, the Support of the Proteſtant 
nons, Intereſt abroad, the Guardian of the Liberties of 
d by & Enrope;, ſteady in her Counſels, happy in a wiſe 
and able Miniſtry, ſuperior to popular Clamours 
upon raiſed by diſaffected, diſappointed Perſons, againſt 
thor, Reaſon, and withqut Foundation. 
with The next Paſſage that comes under Conſidera- 
iſels? ion is, And particularly, he would not have 
ongit the ſpiritual Courts prohibited by the Courts 
very of King's Bench and Common Pleas:“ Tho? 
ds * this Sentence is tranſpoſed by the Author of the 
gion, Letter; yet had he added,“ But that Prohibi- 
is a F< tions being original Writs, ſhould iſſue from 
: But the Court of Chancery only ;” it had loſt its 
what Sting. | | 
- and W After the learned Author in his Preface * has re- 


eſpe- 3 cited part of the Statute of Appeals, 24 Hen. 8. 
d by and an excellent Remark of the Lord Coke there- 
;y 22, Jon in the following Words, “ Certain it is, that 
aker, . 715 Kingdom hath been beſt Governed, and Peace 
bence- A and Quiet preſerved, when both Parties, that is, 


refer- © when the Juſtices of the Temporal Courts, and the ec- 


ame * cleſiaſtical Judges have kept themſelves within their 
roy.” | © proper Furiſdiction, without incroaching or uſurj- 
here- 8 g upon one another: He goes on, to obſerve, 
f the that it is not the likelieſt Way to obtain that im- 
\t be- portant End, that the one ſhould be ſet as a 


Judge over the other, and preſcribe Bounds to it : 
chat it would not be a good Expedient for pre- 
ö ſerving bounds of any other Kind: He mentions 


b . 18, 19. | 
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the Chancery, they ſhould do them great Eaſe. 


(12) 
the Complaint that was made in the Time of K. 
James I. by Archbiſhop Bancroft, againſt granting 
Prohibitions by the Courts of King's Bench and 
Common Pleas, wherein it is inſiſted that all ſuch 
Kinds of Prohibitions, being original Writs, ought ® 
only to iſſue out of Chancery, and that ſuch had 
been the antient Practice: To which the Judges 
anſwered, That by Law they ought to do, and 
always had done ſo, and were bound by Oath to 
doit; but if it ſhall he holden inconvenient, and 
they can, in Diſcharge thereof, obtain an Act of 
Parliament to take it from all other Courts than 


Hereupon the learned Anthor obſerves, that there 
is an apparent Equity in appointing ſome common 
Umpire to determine, as oft as Controverſies ariſe 
about their reſpective Bounds ;' and as the Judges 
of the Common Law had declared it was a Bur- 
then to them, it was pity, if what was alledged 
on one ſide was true, that it properly belonged to 
another Court, that they did not diſcharge tgem- 
ſelves; or if it be more true what the Judges al- 
ledged, that it was a Burden which the Conſtitu- 
tion had laid upon them, that a Diſcharge was 
not obtained of the temporal Legiſlature : This I 
think is the Subſtance of the Argument, and I 
ſhall not enter further into it than the Objection 
againſt him has occaſioned, 3 
Does he hereby, as is inſinuated, deſire an Al- 


teration in our Conſtitution? Far otherwiſe; it is 


that each Juriſdiction ſnould be kept within its 
proper Bounds, without encroaching the one upon 
the other. This is keeping ſtrictly to, not alter- 
ing, the Conſtitution. | J 

The Queſtion then will be, Whether the 
learned Author's Argument be well founded? 
and, Whether the Equity of having a common 
Umpire to determine the Bounds of Juriſdictions, 


1 
be apparent? But it may be ſaid, that the Law 
is otherwiſe ; and the Judges muſt act according 
to Law. Admitting that it is, yet will not the 
ſtricteſt Common Lawyer allow, that in many 
Caſes, the Law is, and the Judges muſt deter- 
mine one way, altho' in Equity it 1s otherwiſe : 
Where then is the Offence in ſaying, That as in all 
Caſes it 1s equitable to have a common Umpire 
to determine Controverſies, it is pity there is 
not one in this? But ſuppoſing this Opinion were 
ſingular, and no Complaint had ever betore been 
made, no Biſhop or Archbiſhop had ever before 
deſired it, Can this Champion for Liberty, this 


| Defender of the Right that every one has to 


Judge for himſelf in Matters of Religion, with 


WW. Juſtice cenſure one, who in what is allowed to be 


called a Matter of Speculation only, thinks and 


i argues different from him? Have not diffe- 


rent Opinions prevailed amongſt the Lawyers, 
and even in the ſame Courts at different Times? 
Have not the Judges at one Time been unani- 
mous in a Point of Law, which has afterwards at 
leaſt been doubtful ? Multa renaſcuntur que jam 
cecidere, Did not, at one Time “, all the pl 
in England, and the Attorney-General, ſubſcribe 
their Opinion before the King in Council, in re- 
lation to the Admiralty Juriſdiction, That Suit 
might be commenced there for Contracts made, 
and other Things perſonal done beyond the Seas? 
And that, if Suit be there for Freight, or Breach 
of Charter- parties for Voyages to be made be- 
yond the Seas, tho' the Charter- party happen to 
be made within the Realm, ſo as the Penalty be 
not demanded, a Prohibition is not to be granted? 


* 18 Feb, 1632, preſent his Majeſty, the Lord Keeper, 
and 23 Lords of the Council. Yide Exton's Marit. Picæelog. 


n fine, 
And 


: — a Ship, againſt t 
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And if Suit be for Building, Amending, . or 
A Ship lei and 
not againſt any Party by Name, but ſuch as for 
his Intereſt makes bumelk a Party, no Prohi- 
bition is to be granted, tho' this be done within 
the Realm and yet, hath not each Particular 
hereof been ſince . eſteemed not to be Law, 
and Prohibitiony been frequently granted ? Do 
not Ships of great Burden frequently arrive 
within the Ward of Cheap, in order by a Fiction 
of Law to give the Right of Action to the tem- 
poral Courts ? If then the Bounds of Juriſdictions 
are thus various, Is he to be MARK p as an Ene- 
ny to Liberty, who wiſhes that all Controverſies 
relating to thoſe Bounds, were left to a com- 
mon Umpire? Are theſe the pernicious Princi- 
ples of which the Conſequence is ſo deſtructive ? 
or, Is a Diverſity of Opinion in Matters of 
Law, where the Conſtitution is no ways altered, 
worſe than Hereſy, or a Diſagreement in Arti- 
cles of Faith, which affects the Church eſta- 
bliſned by Law, which is a Part of our legal 
Conſtitution ? | 
But he may ſay, That this ſeems to carry a 
Reflection, as if the temporal Judges had too 
far extended the Bounds of their Juriſdiction, and 
incroached upon the Ordinary. And I am per- 
ſuaded it was mentioned by him with that View 
(He tibi erunt Artes) vainly to hope to influ» 


_ ence them, by inſinuating, that Hit is now be- 


% come their own Cauſe ;” for it is otherwiſe 
foreign to the Subject, and could not affect the 
reſent Oppoſition. However, it may be ſaid, 
hat Fear can there be from the preſent Bench 


of Juſtices, that Men of their ſtrict Honour and 


Integrity, ſnould be in the leaſt biaſſed in favour 
of their own Juriſdiction? As to themſelves, I 


think there will be none; but if we conſider the 


Pre- 


(15) 

Prevalence of Precedents, eſpecially in the Courts 
of Law, that they have the Force of Law, we 
may (till expect that they will have ſome Influ- 
ence 3 unleſs they could be, brought to think, 
that they are every way ſuperior to thoſe who" 
made luch Precedents, 

Should that Maxim of Law, Hei Zudicis eff 
ampliare Furi/dictionem, happen to prevail but 
once in a Century, what Alterations of Law in 
that Point muſt the Precedents of that Time 
make? What a Havock amongſt inferior Juriſ- 
dictions, or thoſe of which they are to fix the 
Bounds, if they are to be the Guide to thoſe who 
come after ? If we ſearch thoſe ancient Annals 
of the Law, the Year Books, how few are the 


FT Inſtances of Prohibitions, in compariſon of what 
the laſt Century has produced ? and how can they 
but increaſe, if we conſider the progreſſive 


Power of Precedents, and how eaſily they are 
made ? | ED 
It is well known, that whoever deſires a Pro- 
hibition, may apply to which of the Common 
Law Courts in Ieltminſter-bal he pleaſes ; and, 
if refuſed by one, may go to another; and a 
Rule being granted upon Motion, if upon ſhew- 
ing Caule to diſcharge it the Court b2 equally di- 
vided, the Rule muſt ſtand, and the Ordinary 
cannot proceed : Nay, there does not want an 
* Inſtance, as I am informed, where the Courts 
of King's-Bench and Common Pleas had unani- 
mouſly refuſed a Prohibition after Sentence, and 
it was granted in the Court of Exchequer by two 
Judges againſt the Opinion of the other, there 
being mY three then upon the Bench. I am far 
from cenſuring that Judgment; but relate it only 
as a Fact, to ſhew how eaſily the Precedents for 


* Newens againſt Worth, Mich. 1723. 


Pro- 
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Prohibitions may be multiplied z and to verify 
the Inference which is made by our learned Aus» 
thor z “ That the ſpiritual Judge finding him- 


« ſelf expoſed to Prohibitions in almoſt _ | | 


© Step he takes, reckons it ofttimes more ad- 
« viſeable, not to purſue it at all, than to purſue 
* it with ſo ſmall Probability of Succeſs,” 

Another Matter of Complaint is, That he 
thinks, that in N Matters the Clergy 
« may be preſumed the moſt proper Judges, 
« both of the Aſſiſtance which the Church ſtands 
« jn Need of from the State, and the ſeveral De- 
« grees of itz and of the Method by which that 
« Aſſiſtance may be moſt effectually conveyed 
« and applied for the Service of the Church, 
« That the Legiſlature, by putting the Hel 
4 which it deſigns for the Church into the Hands 
* of the Laity, does the Church a manifeſt Diſ- 
t ſervice, That wherever it puts the Work of 
<« even the Suppreſſion of Vice, into temporal 
« Hands, it puts it into a Channel not ſo likely 
* to ſucceed, as in ſpiritual Hands.” 

Here I muſt refer you to the learned Author's 
own Argument $, wherein the Deductions are 
plain, and the Inferences certain. If the Spiri- 
tualty 
Supreme Head, be ſufficient in itſelf, without the 
Interpoſition of any exterior Perſon in all Matters 
of a ſpiritual Nature; it will follow from thence, 
That they are the moſt proper Judges of what 
Aſſiſtance the Church ſtands in Need of from the 
State ; for it is a Maxim in Law, Peritis in Arte 
ſua Credendum eſt, If the Correction of Manners, 
and what relates to the Order and Diſcipline of 
the Church, be the proper Province of the Ordi- 
nary, according to the Laws of the Land, as 
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appears 
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having Power, when any 
Divine happened to come in queſtion, or of 
F* Spiritual Learning, that it was declared, inter- 


4 _ and ſhewed, by that part of the ſaid 
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appears from the before-mentioned Paſſage of 

the Lord Coke in Candrie's Cale, it is then moſt 
likely to ſucceed in their Hands; and the tranſ- 


 Wterring it from ſpriritual to temporal Hands, is 


putting it into a different Channel. If further, 

the Aſſiſtance which the State gives to the Church 
by new Statutes, occaſions thereby frequent Pro- 
gibi tions to the ek ji of the Ordinary in his 
Proceedings in ſpiritual Matters; and laſtly, if 


1 


cheſe Helps happen to be unneceſſary, or unduly 


 Rpplicd, as the learned Author expreſſes it; it 


YNikewiſe follows, that they do no Service, but a 
wanifeſt Diſſervice to the Church. 
Io prove that the Spiritualty is in itſelf ſuf- 
*KMcient to this End, he refers us to the Words of 
"We Statute, 24 H. 8. c. 12. § 1, which is unre- 
"Pealed, (whereas the 25 H. 8. c. 14. quoted by 
be Author of the Letter, has been long ſince, 
Ind upon juſt Grounds, repealed :) This Statute 
Heclares, That the Realm of England is an 


* 
4 
* 
4 
PR 


$ * Empire—— governed by one ſupreme Head 


2 


od g 
and King 
* 


Unto whom a Body Politick 


compact of all Sorts and Degrees of People, 
divided in Terms and by Names of Spiritual- 


ty and Temporalty, been bounden and owen to 


bear, next to God, a natural and humble 


Obedience — The Body Spiritual whereof 


ufe of the Law 


ody Politick, called the —_— now 
uſually called the ENgA¹⁹ Church, 

* which always hath been reputed, and alſo 
. found of that ſort, that both for Knowledge, 
* Integrity and Sufficiency of Number, it hath 
* been always thought, and is alſo at this Hour 
* lufficient and meet of itſelf, without the Inter- 
C ** meddling 
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% meddling of any exterior Perſon or Perſons, to 
« declare and determine all ſuch Doubts, and to 
« adminiſter all ſuch Offices and Duties, as to 
« their Rooms Spiritual doth appertain—— And 
„ the Law Temporal, for Trial of Property of 
« Lands and Goods, and for the Conſervation 
« of the People of this Realm, in Unity and 
Peace, without Rapine or Spoil, was, and yet tle 
« is, adminiſtred, adjudged and executed by [ 
« ſundry Judges and Miniſters of the other Part 
« of the {aid Body Politick, called the Tempo- 
% ralty : And both their Authorities and Juriſ- 

« dictions do conjoin together in the due Ad- 
*« miniſtration of Juſtice, the one to help the 
other.“ 

If then the Spiritualty and the Temporalty are 
diſtint Members under one common Head: the 
King, Muſt they not have different Functions? 
If theſe Functions are transferred from the one 
to the other, it muſt be prejudicial to both: For, 
1f the whole Body were an Eye, where were the 

earing ? If the whole were — where were 
the Smelling * And if all were one Member, where © 
were the Body? The Offices and Duties which be- 
long to the Spiritualty are before deſcribed by 7 
the Lord Coke, as far as they relate to Order and 
Diſcipline, and the Correction of Vice; for it is 
the Matter which diſtinguiſhes the Juriſdiction. pf 
Where a ſpiritual Perſon demands a temporal 
Right, or is guilty of a temporal Offence, he 
muſt ſue, or he is to be proſecuted in the rempo- ni 
ral Courts only; ſo where the Offence is ſpiritual, 
or the Demand, according to the Laws of the 
-. Land, is of a 24 ature, there, altho' a 

Layman be proſecuted or convened, it for the 
| ſame Reaſon lies before the proper Ordinary, be- 
cauſe the King therein miniſtreth Juſtice ro his 
Subjects by his eccleſiaſtical Judges: And — 3 
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intended to have been ſecured by that Statute, 
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ther the Statutes againſt — and Pro- 
faneneſs, Curſing and Swearing, Drunkenneſs, 
Profanation of the Lords-day, and the like, have 
more effectually tended to the Suppreſſion of thoſe 
Offences, let Experience ſhe x. 

” TI believe there is no one of common Experi- 
ence in the temporal Courts, but will admit, that 
where Statutes have been made concerning a Mat- 
ter Spiritual, they have thereby frequently tranſ- 
erred the Conuſance thereof ſolely to the tem- 
poral Courts; in others, according to the re- 
ceived Rules of the Common Law, they have at 
aſt given a Handle for a Prohibition. 

In the Caſe of Tythes, altho' the Lord Cote, 
the before-mentioned Caſe, recites the Sub- 
tion and Right of Tythes amongſt thoſe 
uſes which do not belong to the Common 
Law, and the Statute 2 and 3 of Edw, 6. c. 13. 
as expreſly made to ſupport the Rights of the 
Tlergy, and the Juriſdiction of the Ordinary, 


and there is a Clauſe therein, $13. * That it 
„ ſhall not be lawful unto the Parſon, Vicar, 
B*< Proprietor, Owner, or other their Farmers or 
** Deputies, contrary to this Act, to convent or 
* ſue ſuch Withholder of Tythes, Obventions, 
and other Duties aforeſaid, before any other 
Judge than Eccleſiaſtical » Yet have 
"Hot the Clergy long ago loſt almoſt one Branch 
of that Income, the perſonal Tythes, which was 


and which was the principal Support of the Mi- 

Iniſters in Market Towns ? | 

. Surely the Property of the Clergy is become 

he moſt precarious of any Subject's in the King- 

om, to be collected and received from Numbers 

f Pariſhioners, amongſt whom, if there be ong 
ontentious obſtinate Man, they may be obliged 


F I d expend their little Income in defenſe of their 


C 2 Rights, 
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Rights, or, if the Point will bear a Diſpute, be 
forced to give them up for ever ; whilſt they are 
uncertain in relation to the Juriſdiction, the Laws 
various, ſubject to different Cuſtoms, different 
Modus's almoſt in every Pariſh, and thoſe to be 
tried by a 1 which the Clergy have that 
Privilege that they never are a part. 

But as this is of a mixt Nature, a Matter not 
merely Spiritual, happy would it be for them if 
their Paſtors could, together with the preſent 
Sages of the Law, whoſe great Humanity and 
Goodneſs is extenſive as their Knowledge, by the 
kind Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, ſettle ſome 
certain and uniform Rule, which might be a Clue 
ro lead, them out of this Labyrinth of Law, ſo 
diſagreeable to them, and unſuitable either to 
their Fortunes or Profeſſion. An ordinary Work- 
man may help to pull down an antient Building; 
but to alter and new model, without endangering 7 
the Foundation, requires the Care and Skill of 
an able Architect. = 

But to return from this Digreſſion: Has not 
this very Statute, 2 and 3 Ed. G been the Foun- 
dation of Prohibitions? Have not the ſeveral 7 
Matters therein contained been almoſt wholly 7 
transferred to the temporal Courts, and the Or- 
dinary can ſcarce proceed in any Cauſe of Tythes, 
by reaſon of Statutes made in ſapport of his 
Juriſdiction, or ſome other temporal Incident, 
without being expoſed to Prohibitions in almoſt 2 
every Step he takes? It is the ſame in relation 
to ſeveral other Branches which relate to Order 
and Diſcipline, which it is not to my Purpoſe to 
be particular in, ſince the only View with which 
I mention this, is to take off the Reflection made 
upon our learned Author, for ſaying that“ if the 
Helps which the temporal — afford 
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the Church, happen to be unneceſlary, pr op N 
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« plied in an undue manner, they do not only 
« do no Service, but are a manifeſt Diſſervice to 
„the Church.“ 3 

Again, It is an Objection againſt him, that 
„he conceives that temporal Penalties may be 
“ yſeful in Matters of Religion:“ and that The 
© only Way to make them truly beneficial to 
« Religion, is to provide them, as a furiber Terror 
« and Puniſhment, to be called in, as oft as the 
© Cenſures of the Church are diſobeyed,” 

And is it poſſible, that any Gentleman of the 
Temple, who looks into his Book of Statutes, 
eſpecially ſince the Reformation, can conceive, 
that temporal Penalties may not be uſeful in Mat- 


9 ters of Religion, both to the Church and State? 
That they may not be a Guard againſt thoſe Ex- 
tremes, between which our reformed Church is 


ſo happily ſituate, againſt the Libertiniſm of In- 


ey ſhould be reckoned no longer a ſpiritual Care; 


* fidelity on the one Hand, and the Superſtition of 


Popery on the other? That they may not be a 
Guard againſt Immorality and Profaneneſs, againſt 
thoſe impious Principles which, as the Law de- 
clares, greatly tend to the Diſhonour of Almighty God, 
and may prove deſtructive to the Peace and Welfare 
of the Kingdom The Suppreſſion of which is the 

utmoſt Extent or Conſequence aim'd at by the Prin- 
ciples laid down by our learned Author. Or will 
he deny that the Laws relating to Blaſphemy, the 
Denial of the Bleſſed Trinity, the depraving the 
Book of Common Prayer, Negle& of Divine 
Worſhip, Swearing and the like, relate to Matters 
of Religion? Sure I am he cannot: The Que- 
{tion then is, In what Manner may they be made 
the moſt uſeful? How are they to be made moſt 
truly beneficial? Whether by transferring the Conu- 
ſance thereof to the temporal Courts; and that 
how Spiritual ſoever they may be in their Nature, 


= 
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or whether they ſhould be provided as ſupple- 
mental to the Laws of the Church, and to inforce 
Obedience where the Power of thoſe Laws is 
too weak, to be called in as a further Terror and 
Puniſhment, as oft as its Cenſures are diſobeyed: 
And that the Words, called in, may give no Of- 
fence, I would obſerve, that it is the Language 
of the Law, Invocare Brachium Seculare, when 
the Biſhop humbly ſignifies to his Majeſty the 
Nature of the Offence, the Contempt of the 
Party, that his Power is inſufficient, and therefore 
prays the Aid of the temporal Authority. Thus 
as the Statute expreſſes it, the one conjoyns to 
help the other. 

In ſome of the Statutes which relate to the 
Matters before mentioned, there is an Expreſs 
Reſervation of the Biſhop's Juriſdiction; in others 
there is none. If for want of that, it ceaſes to 
be a ſpiritual Offence, and becomes merely of 
temporal iſance, ſo that from the higheſt to 
the loweſt Miniſter of the Church, from the Pre- 
late to the Pariſh Clark, they are intirely exempted 
from its Cenſures, I ſubmit it to any indifferent Per- 
ſon, whether in that Method it may be ſo truly be- 
neficial to Religion, as in the other where it is ſup- 
plemental only, and without retrenching the Power 
of the Ordinary. 

Let us conſider the Statute made in the Reign 
of our Great Deliverer, when our civil and ſpiritual 
Rights and Liberties were ſecured, and ſettled, 
upon a juſt and true Foundation, and which was 
a penal Statutez I mean the Act 9 and 10 W. III. 
6, 32, For the more effectual ſuppreſſing of Blaſ- 
phemy and Profaneneſs, The Preamble thereof 
ſets forth, That“ whereas, many Perſons have 
* of late Years openly avowed and publiſhed 
* many blaſphemous and — 5 Opinions con- 
* trary to the Doctrines Principles of the 
| « Chriſtian 


(23) 
« Chriſtian Religion, greatly tending to the Diſ- 
& honour of Almighty God, and may prove Deſtru- 
« Five taube Peace and Welfare of this Kingdom: 
And for the more effectual ſuppreſſing of the ſaid 
deteſtable Crimes, it enacts, That If any Per- 
„ ſon having been educated in, or having made 
„ Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion within this 
„ Realm, ſhall by writing, printing, teaching, or 
'* © adviſed Speaking, deny any one of the Perſons 
3 © in the Holy Trinity to be God, or ſhall aſſert 
or maintain that there are more Gods than one, 
or ſhall deny the Chriſtian Religion to be true, 
or the Holy Scriptures of the Old or New Teſta» 
ment to be of Divine Authority, and ſhall upon 
* Indictment or Information in any of his Ma- 
„ jeſty's Courts, at Weſtminſter, or at the Aſſizes, 
e be thereof lawfully convicted by the Oath of 
XX © two or more credible Witneſſes, ſuch Perſon 
hall, for the firſt Offence, be adjudged inca- 
—X *©* pable and diſabled in Law,—to have or enjo 
* any Office or Employment, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil 
or Military: And if convicted a ſecond Time, 
"X * ſhall be diſabled to ſue to be Guardian of any 
Child, or to be an Executor or Adminiſtrator, 
Dor capable of any Legacy or Deed of Gift, 
or to bear any Office, Civil or Military, or 
„ Benefice Eccleſiaſtical, and to ſuffer Impriſon- 
ment for three Years." 
And as the Penalty of this Statute is very great, 


d, there is a Proviſo, * That no Perſon ſhall be pro- 
' WM. ſecuted, by Virtue of this Act, for any Words 
7 I ſpoken, unleſs Information be given upon Oath, 
i” I © before a Juſtice of Peace, within four Days, 
of { © and the Proſecution be within three Months.” | 
4 That this Statute, and even theſe ſevere Penal» 

ties in Matters of Religion, were thought expe- 
4 dient by the Legiſlature at that Time, in order 


1 | to ſuppreſs the Growth of ſuch monſtrous Impie» 
1 dles, 
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ties, is apparent: But as this is a temporal Sta- 
tute with temporal Puniſhments, the Proſecution 
thereof, in the temporal Courts only, and the 
Judges at Common Law can alone determine 
upon it; let us ſuppoſe a Perſon to have been 
guilty of theſe Enormities, and that either thro? 
gnorance, Indolence, or the Fear of being ſtig- 


matized as an Informer, a Tale-bearer, an Enemy J 


to all Freedom in Converſation, no Information 
thereof ſhould be given within four Days, is the 
Perſon from that Time to be freed from all Puniſh- 
ment; ſhall it never after be objected againſt him 
or may the Ordinary inquire into it, and puniſh 
the Olfender as he might have done before that 
Statute, there being no expreſs Clauſe, either to 
reſerve or take away his Juriſdiction? In the com- 
mon Way of Reaſoning, one would think he 
might, the Proſecution being to a different Effect, 
not to inflict the Penalty of the Statutez and 
many learned Judges have been of that Opinion; 
Beſides, as the End propos'd is the Suppreſſion 
of thoſe Impieties, the ſuppreſſing any Power of 
doing it, is not the moſt effectual Way to obtain 
that End. But will the learned Gentleman of the | 
Temple aſſure them, that if this Caſe ſhould hap- 


pen, it would be impoſſible that a Prohibition 
ſhould be ever granted, or that they ſhall not 
even be ſtopped by a Rule, and be put to the IIſti 


Charge and Trouble of defending it againſt a a 


Prohibition? If it be poſſible, nay, if there * | 
ſhould be likewiſe great Authorities from Pre- 
cedents in other Caſes on that Side of the Que- MW! 


ſion ; if there be at leaſt any Room for Diſpute, 
he - ought more ſeriouſly and diſpaſſionately to 
have conſidered that Point, before he had preſumed 
to cenſure his Opinion, who thinks that it might | 
be more beneficial to Religion, that ſuch Penal- 


ties ſhould be provided as a further Terror and 
25 | Puniſh- 
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X Puniſhment, and in Aid of the Cenſures of the 
Church. £ 

If then /uch Notions as theſe for promoting of 
Order and Diſcipline, and a due Adminiſtration 
of the Lawful — of the Church, under the 
Authority of his Majeſty, as its ſupreme Head; 
"If /ach Principles, for the Service of the Church of 
England as by Law eſtabliſhed, when conſi- 
Wer'd in their juſt Extent and Conſequence, may eaſily 
ccount for what has happened; Mhh then has 


W 
\ Heaven and Earth been moved to guard againſt the 
endency of them? Why then does he take the Li- 
— of reading Infamy and Scandal againſt this 
Wight —— Prelate, without Grounds, and 
bout Reaſon? When theſe Principles are only 
upport of the legal Power of that Member 
che Body Politick, called the _— or 
e Church of England, under his Majeſty, and 
WF the Authority which the Laws of the Land, 
d the Conſtitution of this Realm has veſted in 
2 Governours, 
ls it becauſe his Maje/ly has been ſometimes pleaſed 
= confult, and adviſe wh him about the Fitneſs of 
cr ons for ſpiritual Preferments? Is not his Ma- 
ty to have that Liberty which his meaneſt Sub- 
2 enjoys, of Mlviſing and conſulting with whom 
F pleaſes? Cannot he, in his great Wiſdom, beſt 
ſtinguiſh, who are moſt proper to conſult with ? 
is not now the Queſtion, whether a Layman 
Hay not recommend to a Biſhoprick, but whether 
n Eccleſiaſtick may be conſulted with thereupon, 
Pifficult is the Situation of a great Man! If when 
Ws Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to adviſe with him, 
did not declare his Sentiments with the utmoſt 
Incerity, he would be unfaithful to his Prince, 
tray his Confidence, and not deſerve his Fa- 
dur: If he does, he may poſſibly diſoblige ſoms 
D other 
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other great Man, his Friend, or his Friends 
Friend: And if he cannot be render'd ſuſpeQted 8 
to his Maſter, he is then by little Arts, and falſe 
Inſinuations, to be made odious to the People. 
If the Queſtion were to be asked again, what 
ſhall be done to the Man whom the King delight % 
to honour? The Anſwer from the common Pra. 
ctice now in Uſe will be; he ſhall be treated x 
an Oppreſſor of his Country, as an Enemy to 
Liberty, as a Perſecutor of real Merit: He ſhall 
not only be ſubject to the Laſh of ingenious, de. Per 
ſigning Malice, but ſhall become the Theme d on 
the Swiſs auxiliary Pens to common News Writers, B 
who know. but little more either of the Cauſe, orc 
the Perſon, than that the Man is Great, and is to n 
be abuſed, | = 
Having obſerved thus much upon what ha 
been objected againſt the Principles of this learned t 
Prelate, you will with more Eaſe reflect, that 
the preſent Oppoſition has nothing ſingular or per- 
ſonal in it; and that without ſtraining the Argu- 
ment I may have the Liberty of applying it to 
different Perſons, and to inquire into, and ſup 
ort the Reaſonableneſs of the Oppoſition given 
by his G ce, to Dr, S—1 G-—#'s Promo- 9 
tion. | „ "M 
Firſt then to inquire, whether he was a tru: 
Friend to our Conſtitution: If I may apply to 
Dr. S C-—— the Character given by the 
Author of the Letter to Dr. R——, I ſhall lea h 
it to any ſerious and diſpaſſionate Perſon, whether 
it can be affirmed that he was. 8 
If Dr. RX be injured by the Character the 
Author of that Letter has given of him, it wil 
lie at his Door: For what will his Enemies (if he 
has any) think of him, if his Friend treats him thus! . 
If Dr. x be injured by the Compa- 
riſon, I ſhall leave it upon the learned __ 1 
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of his Life, who is himſelf a great Friend to Li- 
perty. 

1 Bur as in all Arguments with thoſe who claim 
he Liberty of Free-thinking, it is neceſſary to 
9 rt the firſt Principles or Foundation, I ſhall 
Rxplain myſelf in what I mean by Our Coxsri- 
*Fvr1oNn, Which is the preſent Eſtabliſhment both 
bf Church and State, under his Majeſty as the 
*Bupreme Head of both, and the Proteſtant Suc 
y to zeſmon in his Illuſtrious Houſe : And whatſoever 


ſhall Principles ſhall tend to leſſen the Security of ei- 
de. Per, may in the End prove deſtructive to our 
e o Fonſtitutlon. 
ters, But as no one, I believe, ever doubted the 
» Or or's Zeal and Affection for the preſent Royal 
is to emily, and for our legal Eſtabliſhment as far as 
related to the State, I ſhall not therefore trou- 
has! you upon that Head with my Obſervations, 


rned Mt only ſhew that the general Latitude, the un- 
that mited Toleration that is contended for, as it 


pat the Eſtabliſhment of the Church is ſo inter- 
iver8Foven with our Conſtitution, is ſo eſſential a 
mo- I art of it, that they have always ſuffered toge- 


er. 

tru: I ſhall ſnew from the Laws in being, that the 
y to Church of England is part of the legal Conſtitution 
the pt the Realm of England, confirmed by Magna 
eave FE-harta, 7-ttled at the Reformation according to its 
ther Primitive Inſtitution, reſtored with the Monarchy 
er the unhappy Troubles, eftabliſbed together 


the rich our civil Liberties under our glorious Deli- 
wil erer King William, and ſecured by the happy Suc- 
f he eſſion of the preſent Royal Family. 

bus! . Whoſoever will look into the Saxon Antiqui- 


es, and the Remains of the Saxon Laws, will 
4 D 2 find 


Title of + Chriſtianity z' and as to the Reforma- 


— » Chriſtianitas, & ea quæ ad Chriſtianitatem pertinent, 


( 28) ; 
find that before the Conqueſt, the Church was a 
Part of the Conſtitution : The Adminiſtration of 
the Laws relating to its Order and Diſcipline was 
in the Biſhops and Governors of the Church, 
under the King, and was called by the peculiar 


tion of Manners and Correction of Vice, the 


Biſhops “ ſat in, Judgment together with the ſe- 
cular Judges. In the Congueror's Time, by 2 
Charter from him, their Courts were made intire-* 
ly diſtin& and ſeparate from the temporal Courts, 
but their Authority was no way diminiſhed, 80% 
that the before. mentioned Statute, 24H, 8, Which, 
deſctibes the Realm of Augand to be an Empire 
under the King the Supreme Head, and a Body 
Politick conſiſting of the Spiritualty and Tem. 
poralty, with their diſtinct Offices and Functions, 
was only declaratory of the ancient Law. F 
The Saxon Laws, eſpecially thoſe collected b) 
Edward the Confaſſor, were ſtill the Darling o 
the Engliſh Nation, and after many Struggles 
were, in the principal Parts thereof, confirmed by 
Magna Charta, by the firſt Article whereof it , 
granted, That the Church of England ſhall bei 
Free, and have her. whole Rights and Libertic 
inviolable, 9 H. 3. which was confirmed in many 
ſucceeding Reigns. Thus the Rights of the 3 
Church and the Liberties of the Subject have the 

ſame Foundation. 4 


paſſim apud Eadmerum & alios illius Zvi Seriptores, Functio- 
nem Epiſcopalem, atque Fori ſacri actionem & adminiſtratio 

nem ſeu officium Epiſcopale, ut uſitatius appellatfr, denotant 

Selden in Not. ad Eadmerum, p. 208. 110, a8 f 
.  * Debent Epiſcopi cum Sæculi Judicibus intereſſe judiciis 
ne ittant, ſi poſſint, ut illinc aliqua prayitatum germini 
pullulaverint. Chron. Jo, Brompton de Leg. Ethelſt. Reg 
Seld. in Not. ad Eadme p. 167. | | | 
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The papal Power had made many Incroach- 
ments both on Church and State; and beſides the 
ſeveral bold and daring Attempts both on the 
King and People, even pretending to diſpoſe of 
the Crown, and diſcharge the Subjects from their 
Allegiance, had likewiſe uſurped the Regal Su- 
remacy, had beggared the Secular Clergy to 
upport the Pride and Lazineſs of the Regulars, 
thoſe holy Drones, who were the Tools of its 
Power and Avarice. The ſuperior Clergy were 
made ſubſervient to its Ends, their beſt Prefer- 


ments anticipated by Bulls and Proviſions, forced 


to take their Inveſtitures from, and to become tri- 
butary to, the See of Rome, their Decrees ſubjected 
to Appeals to his pretended Holineſs, Both the 
Spiritualty and Temporalty, at times, reſented 
this Uſage; and many wholeſome Laws were 
made to prevent it: but the Evils were never 
effectually removed till the Nation was at laſt 
cured. of its Blindneſs, and the Yoke thrown en- 
tirely off at the Reformation; which at firſt went 
on but ſlow, and when it had arrived almoſt to 
Perfection, was again interrupted by the cruel 
and bloody Reign of Queen Mary ; but was af- 
terwards completed by the great Queen Elizabeth, 
and the Church of England, which had been ce- 
mented with the Blood of the Martyrs, was ſettl 
upon its primitive Foundation. 
The Head and Body were now no longer divi- 
ded, but the Supremacy was annexed to the 
Crown for ever, and it was enacted by Authorit 
of Parliament, 1 Eliz. c. 1. $17. That ſuch 
Juriſdictions, Privileges, Superiorities, and Pre- 
heminencies ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical as by an 
ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical Power or Authority ha 
heretofore been, or may lawfully be exerciſed 
or uſed, for the Viſitation of the eccleſiaſtical 
State and Per ns, and for Reformation, Order, 
| 5 or 
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or Correction of the ſame, and of all manner of 


Errors, Hereſies, Schiſms, Abuſes, Offences, || 


Contempts and Enormities, ſhall for ever be 
united and: annexed to the. Imperial Crown of 
this Realm. | 

And altho' by the ſame Act, the Exigence of 
| the Times ſo requiring, a Power was granted to 
the Crown to appoint Commiſſioners to inquire 
into, to vilit, correct and reform eccleſiaſtical 
Offences, yet as they afterwards extended the 
Bounds of their Juriſdiction, incroaching upon 
the Right of the proper Ordinary, and were 
made uſe of in a manner nt from the In- 
tention of their Inftitution, to ſerves flaviſh Pur- 
poſes, and as it was putting the Correction of 
Vice into a different Channel, it was at the hap- 
py Revolution declared illegal, and juſtly abo- 
kihed, and the Biſhops Juriſdiction under the 
regal Supremacy, — to the. Laws of the _ 
bliſhed Church, 

Under the happy Reign of this good 
always Jealous of her _ Supremacy and — 
juſt Prerogatives of the Crown, was the Doctrine 
and Worſhip of the Church of Angland ſettled 
and eſtabliſned; the Act of Uniformity made in 
the pious Reign of King Ed. VI. revived and 
confirmed, the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 


land reviſed, and the ; (rates of Religion drawn 


up and agreed to by che Clergy in Convocation, 
1562, and required — be ſubleribed by all Per- 
ſons to be admitted to any Benefice "_ Cure, 
13 Elk. c. 12. 

But different Opinions ſoon aroſe even amongſt 
thoſe who profeſſed the ſame common Faith, and 
were united: under: the ſame political Head, as 
thro' human'Frailty it cannot well be otherwiſe : 
The Church, as an indulgent Mother, was wil- 
ding * her Arms to receive all, m—_ 
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weakeſt Children, and ſeveral Attempts were 
made to that Purpoſe, particularly in the follow- 
ing Reign: But their Opinions were ſo various, 
their Diferences ſo irreconcileable, and each ſo 
ſtrenuous for their own Tenets, that it was at laſt 
found impracticable. 1 7 

The bold and open Attempts of the Papiſts in 
King James Firſt's Reign, which proceeded ſo far 
as to conſpire the total Deſtruction both of 
Church and State, and by one deciſive Blow to 
extirpate the King and the whole Royal Family, 
together with the Three Eſtates of the Realm in 
Parliament aſſembled, made it neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of the Conſtitution, to inforce the 
Laws in being againſt Non-conformity, and to 


make ſome other ſevere Laws for its further Se- 


curity ; but there was not a ſufficient Diſtinction 
made betwixt thoſe who offended out of mali- 
cious Wickedneſs, and thoſe whom the Scruples 
of a tender Confcience would not permit to con- 
form to the Rules of the Eſtabliſhed Church ; and 
a limited Toleration was not then, at leaſt effec- 
tually, thought of, but was reſerved by Provi- 
dence for the Glory of the Revolution. 

The Uneaſineſs that this created was fomented 
by the Arts of Rome, whoſe Emiſſaries turned 
themſelves into all Shapes, invented new Errors, 
revived old ones, in order to increaſe the Divi- 
flons, and widen the Breach ; till at laſt in the 
next Reign, thro* the Religious Differences, to- 
gether with fome other unhappy Circumſtances 
that attended that Reign, our whole Conſtitution, 
both our Church and Monarchy were entirely 
ſubverted. 5 101 28: WE. 

Here was a Time that one would have thought 
theſe Friends of Liberty might have triumphed, 
when every one claimed an uncontroulable Right 
| to judge for himfelf in Matters of Religion: 


when 
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when all was left to his own Deciſion, and they 
ere free to ſtile whatever they pleaſed Reaſon and 
— however groſs and abſurd it were, witb- 
out any temporal Penalties, Inconveniences or Diſ- 
couragements on either ſide of | the Queſtion, But 
did it in effect prove ſo? Quite otherwiſe : Each 
Seq, each Diviſiore was grown as inveterate a- 
gainſt the other as they had before been againſt 
the Church; they out prayed, and out canted 
each other, till at laſt being tired with Anarchy 
and Confuſion, they were glad to return to the 


ſettled Eſtabliſhment; and thoſe who, even in 


religious Matters, thought to have bettered 
themſelves, experienced that they had only 
changed a lawful Government for lawleſs Ty- 
ranny, and they themſelves helped forward the 
Reſtoration. 

As fatal Experience had now taught the Na- 
tion how much the State ſuffered by Diverſity of 

inions in religious Matters, and the Neceſlity 
of a firm and ſecure Eſtabliſhment of the Church 
together with the State, at the Beginning of the 
Reign of King Charles II. an Act was made” for 
the well governing and regulating of Corporations, 
13 Car. 2. Stat. 2. c. 1. whereby all Perſons were 
made incapable of being placed or choſen into 
any Office, Truſt, or Employment relating to 
the Government of any Corporation, who ſhall 
not within one Year next before have received the 
Sacrament according to the Rites of the Church 
of England, (the Proſecution upon which Statute 
was — 5 Gee. 1. limited to be begun 
within Six Months.) And ſoon after, 13 and 14 


Car. 2. was the Act made for confirming and 


ſettling the Uniformity of publick Worſhip, in 
the manner it now ſtands. { <9 
_ Yet the Miſchiefs that attended the Exile of 
the Royal Family, ſoon began to be ſenſibly 
15 ö Per- 


Fa 
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perceived by the Nation : The preſumptive Heir 
to the Crown was a profeſſed and bigotted _—_ 
| the Principles of the Poſſeſſor of it, at leaft 
| doubtful : Thoſe of the Church of Rome, who 
Ware never wanting to improve the leaſt Oppor- 
tunity, but are ſedulous and watchful for our 
Ruin, began to flock over in great Numbers, and 
rhe Fears of Popery and arbitrary Power, which 
have always been inſeparable, began to be ter- 
ible to the Lovers of our Conſtitution z3 new 
penal Laws were made, and old ones inforced 3 
Put principally, and with the ſtricteſt Rigour, a- 
ainſt the Diſſenters, in order to make them un» 
: aly with the Church Government, and to wiſh 
r and promote a Toleration on any Terms, 
o' general and unlimited, fo as to let in the Pa- 
ict as well as themſelves, | 
= The Church itſelf was left too unguarded b 
ie State, it wanted ſome proper Bulwarks, bo 
go ſecure itſelf and to keep out the common Ene- 
ny: Papiſts, as well as Diſſenters, were got into 
orporations, and even into the Legiſlature, and 
nleſs that could be prevented, the Iniquity of 
he Church of Rome might in time have again 
deen eftabliſhed by Law; the Parliament, who 
ere watchful for our Conſtitution, ſupported by 
e Voice of the greateſt part_of the Nation, at 
Wgeveral Times prepared thoſe Bills, which were 
When deſigned for, and have ſince proved, the 
greatelt Security both to Church and State; and 
he King, who was by no means inclined again to 
nifit Breda, conſented thereto. By the - firſt, 
hich was 25 Car. 2. c. 2. and is called the Teſt 
Act, it was enacted, That every: Perſon to be 
dmitted into any Office, Civil or Military, or to 
ny Place of Truſt under his Majeſty, or in the 
avy, ſhall take the Oaths of Allegiance and 
; Ib Supre- 
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Supremacy, and receive the Sacrament according | 
to the Uſage of the Church of England, upon ent 
ſome Lord's Day within three Months after their 
Admittance, and ſhall likewiſe ſubſcribe a Decla- 
ration againſt Tranſubſtantiation : The other 
30 Car. II. c. 1. S:. 2. was to diſable Papiſts from 
ſitting in either Houſe of Parliament, by obliging t 
both Peers and Commoners to take the Oaths of ers 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and to ſubſcribe the MP! 
Declaration againſt Tranſubſtantiation, . 
Thus the great Deſtruction that had beende 
wrought by the too great Libertiniſm in Matters 

of Religion, which was then ſo freſh in their Me-. Hr 
mory, at the Beginning of this Reign; and the 
Dangers of Popery, which apparently threatned nt © 
them at the latter End of it, produced thoſe ſa- r 
lutary Laws, for the Preſervation of the Church 
and Nation, which have always ſtood as. the 
Rrongeſt Bulwarks againſt Popery; and when 
ever any Attack has been made upon our Conſt 
tution, it has begun there; and let who will carry 
it on outwardly, look further into the Trenches, 
and you will always find the Papiſts at work i 
ſapping the Foundation, 

For in the next Reign, when the Mask w: 
thrown aſide, and Popery with all its Pomps and 
Fooleries appeared open and barefaced in ou 
Streets, theſe Laws ſtill ſtood in their Way. What 
is then to be done? The Nation was not ſo infa 
tuated as to repeal them, and it was in vain to Co 
think of attempting it by Authority of Parlis * 
ment. The Laws are therefore to be ſuſpended, 
and the Crown claims an arbitrary and diſpenſing ar 
Power: Then comes out that DECLARATIO 
for Liberty of Conſcience, in the ſame unre 
ſtrained, unlimited Manner, as the Author of the 
| Letter contends for. 3 54 — 
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The ſober and conſidering Part of the Diſ- 
enters are not leſs alarmed at it, than was the 
hurch itſelf ; Timent Danaos & dona ferentes: 
hey ſaw thro* the Pretence, and altho it was cal- 
„Ned an Indulgence to them, perceived that it was 
ically deſigned for the general Deſtruction, Not 
che reſt: Numbers of the Anabaptiſts, Qua- 
gers, Independants, Presbyterians, as well as the 
EF apiſts, approach the Throne with Addreſſes of 
WT hanks and Joy, for that invaluable Favour and 
Fe nefit derived to them from the Royal Clemency ; 
Wat it ſhould be aſſerted from the Royal Seat, 
at Conſcience ought not to be reſtrained, and 
What there were now no Limitations to hinder the 
oyment of it: Theſe were their Words, with 
er Pieces of ſervile Flattery. | | 
When Orders are ſent for the Publication of it 
all Churches, the Biſhops and Clergy of the 
urch of England are aſtoniſhed ; the Archbiſhop 
Canterbury, and ſix of the Biſhops join .in a 
tition to his Majeſty, expreſs their Diſlike of it, 
d humbly . deſire, that the Publication thereof 
y not be inſiſted on: Bur they are looked upon 
y as a Cabal of Biſhops, puiting a Negative upon 
Crown, their Petition is called a Libel, and 
y are committed to the Tower; tho* they were 
jerwards, upon their Trial, acquitted, to the in- 
eeſüible Joy of all thoſe who had not vowed De- 
uction to our Conſtitution. Thoſe of the Judges 
o were the Friends of true Liberty, and had 
Courage and Integrity to deliver their Opinions 
ording to Law, were diſmiſſed from their 
nploy ments; whilſt ſuch raſh Meaſures haſtned 
the happy Revolution: and at laſt this unfor- 
ate Prince, miſled by violent Counſels, blinded 
his Zeal, and a Slave to the Arts of Rome, 
ought upon himſelf his own Misfortunes. 
| | E 2 Now 
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Now golden Days edu and Juſtice, which had | NF 
left” the Nation, is brought back in Triumph by 3 
our great Deliverer, and the Imperial Crown is 
laced on the Head of him and his Royal Conſort, 
is Partner in the Empire, to the unfeigned Joy 
of the People: in order to this the Coronation L; ö 
Oath is eſtabliſhed, and therein they ſwear upon 10 
the Holy Evangeliſts, that they will, to the utter. 
moſt of their Power, maintain the Laws of God, 14 
the true Profeſſion of the Goſpel and Proteſtant. ; 
reformed Religion, eftabliſhed by Law; that they 
will preſerve unto the Biſhops — Clergy of thus 
Realm, and to the Churches committed to thei 
Charge, all ſuch Rights and Privileges, as by Lau 
do, or ſhall appertain to them, or any of them 
I Gul. & Marie, St. 1. C. 6. "M 
Their firſt and earlieſt Care was to give Rem 
lief to tender Conſciences, to exempt their Pro 
teſtant Subjects, diſſenting. from the Church of 
England, from the Penalties of certain Laws, bull 
an Act of Parliament, called the Toleration AY 
1 Gul. & Marie, St. 1. C. 18. which I muſt u 
fer you to, and which you will find to be-far fro 
an unlimited, unreſtrained Toleration : It did nd 
give a Toleration to all, did not eſtabliſh a Rig 
4 vate Judgment in Matters of Religion 
aj rſons, — any Inconveniencies or D. 
couragements, but was intended to make the Ds 
| ſenters eaſy, and the Church ſecure ; the Papilt 
and thoſe who denied the Doctrine of the Bleſk 
Trinity, were excepted, and the Laws which 
been provided againſt thoſe who neglected Div 
Service on the Lord's Day were left in force, to 
executed againſt all who did not come to 0! 


Aſſembly of reli Worſhi allowed or pe 
mirred by that 4. 8 
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Thus by the miraculous Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence, was this great Change brought about, 'and 
both our civil and religious Rights preſerved and 
eſtabliſhed ; whilſt thro? the Imprudence of ſorhe 
deſigning, hot-headed Zealots, a neighbouring 
Kingdom was forced to give.up one part of their 
Eſtabliſhment to preſerve the other, or both might 
have inevitably periſhed. | 
The Reign of our great Deliverer was chiefly 
imployed in defending thoſe Bleſſings he had pro- 
cured for us, and defending the Liberties of Eu- 
rope, from the Deſigns of one, who. aimed at 
univerſal Monarchy, but not without ſome Di- 
ſturbances at home, from thoſe always reſtleſs, 
always turbulent Spirits, that ſtrove to bring us 
back to our former Slavery; which went ſo far 
as even to Attempts upon his precious Life : but 
Providence ſtill watching over us, defeated their 
Deſigns. He, fearleſs for himſelf, yet feared for 
us. To give us only a Proſpect of Liberty, a tran- 
ſient Enjoyment of its Sweets, with Danger of 
returning to our Chains again, was ſhort of his 
extenſive Goodneſs; his Thoughts were imployed 

how to perpetuate our Happineſs to us. The N 
tion was ſenſible, that to have a Popiſh Head to 
a Proteſtant Body, muſt make a Monſter of our 
Conſtitution : From his great Genius then, from 
his extenſive Thought for the Good of future 
| the Settlement of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion in the preſent Royal Family; this was 
his laſt Care, his laſt kind Legacy to us, when he 
was going to Immortality; and by the Act 12 
and 13 of his Reign, intituled, An Act for the 
further Limitation of the Crown, and better ſe- 

curing the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 

for the Happineſs of the Nation and Security of 
our Religion (as that Act recites, and as we Me 
f;lound) 


638) 
found) The Succeſſion to this Realm was ſertled 
in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. The Succeſ- 

ſors were enjoined to take the Coronation Oath, 


and to ſubſcribe the Declaration according to the 
1ſt V. and M. And by a ſpecial Clauſe, All the 


| Laws and Statutes of the Realm, for ſecuring the 


eſtabliſhed Religion, and the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, then in Force, were ratified and confirmed. 


To the Memory of this immortal Prince, let eve- 
ry Engliſþ Heart pay grateful Acknowledgements; 
and inſtead of thoſe Temples which the Ancients 
would have raiſed to their Jupiter Stator, or thoſe 
Adorations which the almoſt as blind Ages would: 
have paid to their tutelar Saints; let us return 

Thanks to that Almighty Power, that firſt inſpired, 
and then enabled him to perfect this great Deſign, 
thus to preſerve, to ſettle, to ſecure our Church 
and Nation; and let thoſe, who from his auſpi- 
cious Reign, enjoy ſo great Freedom, never im- 
ploy it to the Diſturbance of the publick Tran- 
quility. | . 
The Glory of the next Reign was to purſue his 
Steps. The Bravery and Succeſs of thoſe Arms, 
which he had taught the Art of War, and which 
he uſed to Conqueſt, under that experienced, that 
— that invincible Hero the Duke of Marl- 

orotigh, will ever make the brighteſt: Show in our 
Engliſh Annals. The Proteſtant Intereſt ſupported, 
the Empire ſaved, the Balance of Europe preſerved! 
Whilſt he had ſcarce an Enemy left to conquer, 


but the Folly and Ingratitude of his own Country- 


men. . 
But whilſt her Arms were thus imployed a- 
broad, the Counſels of this pious __ were 
thoughtful for our Peace at home: Her Bounty 
to the poorer Clergy, ought not, will not, ever 
be forgot, whilſt the Weight of . worldly Cares 
22 _ 
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is made eaſier to them, and they may, in Time, 
attend their Holy Functions without being ex- 
poſed to Penury and Want. And as to the 
more publick Affairs; the Scheme for the U- 
nion of the Two Kingdoms was now brought 
to Perfection. It was eaſily foreſeen what Miſ- 
fortunes a different Succeſſor to theſe Crowns, 
after the Queen's Death, might occaſion : Tho? 
theirs, the Succeſſion to which was not as yet 
ſettled, was more expoſed to Danger; yet it 
might have proved of fatal Conſequence to both, 
and the Swords of theſe brave Nations might have 
been employed againſt each other, which united 
would be able to bring the ſtubborneſt Power in 
Europe to Reaſon. 

The different Eſtabliſhment of their ſeveral 
Churches, as it was a preſent Obſtacle, might, 
if not provided for, after the Legiſlature was 
become one and the ſame, have occaſioned ſuch 
Differences as might have turned to the Sub- 
verſion of the one or the other. They had 
provided by an Act of Parliament in Scotland, 
for the Security- of their Eſtabliſhment, which 
was made a fundamental Part of the Treaty of 
Union. And in the ſame manner the Parliament 
of England paſſed an Act, g Anne, c. 5. for ſe- 
curing of the Church of England as by La eſta- 
bliſned; which recites, F 1. That whereas it 
vas reaſonable and neceſſary that the true Pro- 
e teſtant Religion profeſſed and eſtabliſhed by 
* Law in the Church of England, and the Doc- 
„ TRINE, Worsnie, DisciPling, and Govern- 
* MENT thereof ſhould. be effectually and ux- 
„ ALTERABLY ſecured ; it is therefore enacted, 
That the Act 13 Eliz. intitled, An Act for the 
Miniſters of the Church to be of ſound Re- 
ligion. And another Act made 13 Car. 2. 

in- 


(40) . 
« intitled, An Act for the Uniformity of pub 


« lick Prayers (Other than ſuch Clauſes as C 

jn the ſaid Acts, or either of them, have been to 
<« repealed or altered by any ſubſequent Act or Fir 
« Acts of Parliament) And all and Singular o- 


« ther Atis of Parliament now in force, for the 
« Eſtabliſhment and Preſervation of the Church 
e of England, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
« line, and Government thereof, ſhall remain and 
« be in full force for ever. & 2. And after the 
„ Demiſe of her Majeſty, the Sovereign next 
« ſucceeding, and fo for ever hereafter, every 
* King or Queen ſucceeding and coming to the 
«Royal Government of the Kingdom of Great 
* Britain, at his or her Coronation, ſhall take 
and ſubſcribe an Oath, to maintain and pre- 
4. ſerve inviolably the ſaid Settlement of the Church 
* of England, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci= i 
% pline and Government thereof as by Law eſta- 
« bliſhed within the Kingdoms of England and 
* Ireland, the Dominion of Wales, and Town of 
& Berwick upon Tweed, and the Territories thereto 
belonging. 5 3. And that this Act, and all and 
« every Matters and Things therein contained, be 
and ſhall for ever be holden and adjudged to 
« be a Fundamental and Eſſential Part of any 
« Treaty of Union to be concluded between the 
« ſaid Two Kingdoms. And alſo that this Act 
<< ſhall be inſerted in expreſs Terms, in any Act 
of Parliament which ſhall be made for the ſet- 
« tling and ratifying any ſuch Treaty of Union, 
&* and ſhall be therein declared to be an Eſſential 
« and Fundamental Part thereof.” And accord- 
ingly, in the Act made 5 Anne, c. 8. for the 
Union of the Two Kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, it is in expreſs Terms, and in thoſe very | 
Words, totally inſerted. . 1 
; e i 
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( 41.) 
The Union being thas completed, it was the 
Care of our good Queen and her then Miniſtry, 
to provide for the further Security of the Prote- 
| ſtant Succefſion ; and an Act paſſed 6 Anne, c. 7. 
W whereby Proviſion was made for the Continuance 
and Sitting of the Parliament in caſe of the 
Queen's Demiſe, and the Continuance of the 
Privy Council and great Officers of the Crown 
for Six Months, unleſs diſcharged by the Succeſſor; 
and in caſe of his or her Abſence, Lords Juſtices 
ere appointed to exerciſe the Regal Authority in 
his or her Name; but there was this Proviſo, & 17, 
WT hat it ſhould be High Treaſon for any of them 
give the Royal Aﬀent to any Bill for repealing 
pr altering the Act of Uniformity 13 & 14 Car. 2. 
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2 Here let us ſtand and take a Proſpect of our 
h Conſtitution, and we ſhall ſee at the greateſt 
i= iſtance of Time, the Church of England always 
aa Part of it: Still at a Diſtance we perceive 
d louds of Error, Miſery, and Eerſecution, ob- 
of cure its Face ; but thoſe are diſpelled, and nearer 
o i appears in its primitive Luſtre. Then again 
id eis fallen with the State, and almoſt buried under 


Heaps of wild Opinions, popular Fury and Di- 
WtraCtion ; yet riſes again, and altho' Cadet 


to 

yy y its old Enemies, Error and Confufion, and 
he prought even to the Brink of Ruin, we ſee it mi- 
& KFaculouſly delivered from them, and fixed and 
.& Mfertled here upon a ſure and laſting Baſis, with 


Wuch Outworks, that whilſt they remain, the Ma- 


n, ice of Rome, or the Confuſion of Diſcord, cannot 
ial approach it, but it will be ever ſafe and ſecure, 

d- Eſpecially if we change our View, and take 
he our Proſpect forward; where we find it ſup- 


ported by that Royal Family which was its onl 

Hopes and Refuge: Here the pleaſing Proſpett 
s delightful, here Jet us bound our Sight; for 
nothing greater, * wiſhed for can 
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appear, only. we hope and believe it will con- 
tinue on the ſame to the greateſt Diſtance a 
future Ages. We ſee a King, Great, Juſt and 
Good; a Queen, adorned with all the Graces, gh 
all the Virtues of her Sex, deſigned by Heaven 

to be a Blefling to this Church and Nation: We $1 


ſee the Heir to che Imperial Crown the Hopes and 'B 
Glory of the ſucceeding Age; a numerous 


Royal Iſſue to make this and other Nations 


happy. But it would be vain in me to trace the 


a ſuperior Pencil. 


Lines of that Piece, which muſt be reſerved fork . 


4 
Having then ſhewn what our Conſtitution i is, 8 


and that the Church of England is an eſſential 


Part of it, it will bring on the Inquiry, Whether 
the Doctor whom his Gre oppoſed, could be 
called a Friend to the Conſtitution? Was he al 


Mr. V 


its Doctrine and Worship, but deſired to have it 
altered. Could that be done without breaking 


Preſervation, and are declared to be fundamental 
and eſſential to the Union of the Two Kingdoms, 
and eſtabliſhed on the ſame Foundation with the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the Rights and Liber. 


ties of the Subject? And can ſuch a one be called 


a Friend to the Conſtitution ? 
It may be urged, * That the Doctor was 4 


Conformiſt to the Religion eſtabliſned, had 
« * ſubſcribed the Articles of our Church, had] 

iven his Aſſent and Conſent to the Book off 
« ommon-Prayer, had declared that the King“ 


7 Mz 


? 
# 


Friend to the Doctrine and Worſhip, of thei 
Church of England? And did he * or would 


1 


he not, if in Power, have uſed his Endeavours, toi 
have * altered in ſome eſſential Points? I 
n, the learned Author of his Life, 
may anſwer for him, there may be ſufficient 
Foundation to think, that he did not approve off 


thro? thoſe Laws which have been made for it 


1 (43) 
„ Majeſty, under God, is the only ſupreme Go- 
g vernor of this Realm, and that he had given 
as ſtrong an Evidence as any Man has, or can 
give of his Conformity, or as the, Law re- 
WT << quires he ſhould give.” If this be all true, let 
chat learned Author of his Life account for it, 
and whether a ſcrupulous Diſſenter does not act 
1 much more conſiſtent with himſelf: But I would 
T obſerve, That there is a wide Difference between 
a Right, and a Reward ; he that keeps out of the 
Reach of the Law may demand the one, but 
WE ſomething more may be required to intitle him 
to the other, | 
= However, the Author of the Letter ſays, that 
e declaring a Diſlike of ſome certain Things in 
our Eſtabliſhment, or openly declaring his 
« Wiſhes that they were altered, is not ſufficient 
* to juſtify the charging any Man with being an 
« an Enemy to our Conſtitution 3 That ſeveral 
great Men have done, and a Man may wiſh 
* to have Alterations made, and yet very con- 
« ſiſtently approve of, and be a zealous Friend 
* to our Conſtitution : That it is in the eccleſi- 
< aſtical, as in the civil State of Things; That 
&* there may be ſome temporal Laws now in 
10 force, which a very good Subject may reaſon- 


e * ably wiſh to have repealed 3, and fe 
oY | © continue and be always a hearty Friend and 
bor | % Well-Wiſher to our Conſtitution.” 


It is a Conceſhon which I readily accept, tho? 
the I did not expect it, That it is the ſame in the 
cccleſiaſtical as in the civil State of Things: And 
I will likewiſe admit, that ſome Laws may be 

led | s : . 
altered and new ones made without hurting: the 
Conſtitution ; and in the Nature of Things it 
muſt be fo, as new Incidents happen, new Doubts 
ariſe, or Errors either in Law or Practice take 
place; but our Conſtitution muſt be left intire : 
2 ew 


% 


(44) 1 
New Laws may be made to ftrengthen it, where 
it appears too weak; but where they tend to 
leſſen its Security, it cannot be attempted by | 
Friend to the Conſtitùtion. Thus in the civil 
State of Things, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 
reſent Royal Family, and the Excluſion of a 
5 piſn Succeſſor, is an eſſential and fundamenta! 
Part of our Conſtitution: Can any Friend ther- 
to even wiſh to have thoſe Laws repeated or 
altered. | 3 4 1 Sa 
To take Popery in its civil View, might not 
one —_— fuſpe&t that. Perſon who would 
have all thoſe Penalties, {nconveniences, or Dif- 
couragements which the Laws have provided a- 
gainſt it, in order to ſecure the Proteſtant Suc- I 
ceſſion, to be repealed ? Who could wifh that the 
Papiſts ſhould equally be capable of all Offices 
and Fruſts in the Government, and be admitted 
into the Legiſlature? And yet there are many 
of that Perſuaſion, who as they are not in Power 
do demean themſelves as quiet and good Subjects 
to his Majefty, and do not offend againſt the 
State; yet no Friend to the Ptoteftant Succeſſion 
would wiſh to ſee them brought into the State, de 
to ſee them intrufted with the Power of hurting; tr 
ſince their Principles, when they have Power, ſo n 
naturally tend to the Sabverifon of the Prote- o 
ftant Sueceſſion, and this without deſerving the f 
Imputation. of being Perſecutors. 85 
Fhus likewiſe in eccleſtaſtical Affairs: The 2 
Doctrine, Wotſhip, Diſcipline and Government 8 
of the Church of England, are an effential and 5 
fundamental Part of the Conftitution ; And can ĩt 5 
be imagined that one who ſhall openly declare k 
his Dillike thereof, would not, if in Power, at- ] 
tempt its Alteration ? Would he not be for 
fetting afide thoſe Laws which are provided for f 
its Prefervatron and Security? And can — 
3 05 ca 
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(45) 
called a Friend to that Part of the Conſtitution ? 
or ſhal}, in any Caſe, either relating to the civil or 
2X eccleſiaſtical State, the due and vigorous Admi- 
niſtration of the Laws made for their Preſerva- 
tion, be ſtiled Perſecution, by any one but by an 
Enemy to the Conſtitution ? 8 
We are next to conſider what the Author of 
ZE rhe Letter ſays of Hereſy, * That the Crime 
„ conſiſts in teaching a falſe Doctrine, thro? ſi- 
X © niſter Ends, thro* private Intereſts, and thro” 
= < ſome temporal Views; and that the ſelfiſh Views 
= © muſt be proved. Where he finds Hereſy confi- 
ned to this I cart imagine; by what Law this Proof 
is required, or how it is capable of being proved, 
fince Intention is internal. That Popery has theſe 
Views, is apparent, yet was it ever held that in 
order to the Conviction of a Papiſt, the View was 
to be proved. Does not the common Experience 
of almoſt all Ages teach us, that Enthuſtaſm, De- 
fire of Novelty, Obſtinacy in Opinion in religious 
Matters, the falſe Pretence of. Confctence, and 
Self. ſufficiency, as well as Hereſy, have created 
infinite Miſchiefs to others; not only without any 
temporal felfiſh Views, but even apparently con- 
trary to their Intereſt, tho* I may admit that it is 
more frequently and generally attended with the 
other. But be the View what it will the Thing is 
ſtill the fame, and the Conſequence as pernicious. 
But fays this Author, What is the Thing? 
* What is the Crime itſelf ? That the Laws of the 
4% Land have not any where defined what the 
„Crime of Hereſy is; nor does he remember 
any Act of Parliament now in force, that tells 
* us what Offenders ſhall be judged Hereticks.“ 
Does he remember what Lord Coke ſays, That the 
King's eccleſiaſtical Laws are part of the Laws of 
the Realmz That he enumerates Hereftes a- 
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(46) L 
mongſt the Crimes which are to be determined by 
eccleſiaſtical Judges according to thoſe Laws; 
That the Power of Correcting the ſame is expreſly, 
together with and as part of the Regal Supremacy, 
annexed to the Imperial Crown of this Realm for 


ever, by the Statute 1 Elis. c. 1:H 17. For the 


Supremacy implies not only the, Excluſion of all 
foreign Power, but an Affirmance of a Right in 
the Crown to all ſuch Juriſdictions ſpiritual and 
eccleſiaſtical, as have been uſed, and may law- 


fully be exerciſed ; and his Majeſty's Title of 


Defender of the Faith, cannot be denied by any one 
who acknowledges his Title to the Crown of theſe 
Realms. D ; 

But not to carry this Point to Particulars, I 
ſhall allow, that the Objections to Dr. S 
C——k do none of them imply Want of Learn- 
ing, Want of good Temper, Defe& in Morals, 
but a Want of Conformity in Opinion, with the 
Doctrine and Worſhip of the Church of England; 
which is neceſſary and eſſential to the Character 
of a Biſhop of that Church. Neither could his 
great Learning be any Excuſe for this Defect, 
ſince his Power was thereby the greater, to ſer 
thoſe Errors in a more plauſible Light, and to 
— ann on 
The Miſeries that Diverſity of Opinions in Reli- 
gious Matters hath occaſioned to the State, has 
already been taken Notice of; but it may further 


be more particularly obſerved, that notwithſtand- 


ing the Doctor's A verſion to Popery, the unſettling 
the profeſs'd Faith of the Church of England, 
and its Worſhip, muſt naturally tend to the Ad- 
vancement of Popery: for thoſe who have any 
Religion muſt neceſſarily have ſome Faith; 
and if they cannot, with any Certainty, find 
it in our Church; if the Men of the greateſt 
ä ; Learn- 


* 


2322 re 
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or univerſal Medicine? 


| ' SJ 1 
Learning, the greateſt Divines, nay the Biſhops 
and Paſtors of the Church, ſhall differ therein, 
how can they be the Guides in other Points; 
how eaſily, and what Numbers of Proſelytes, 
may the Church of Rome make, by pretending 
to a ſure Rule, and infallible Guide? How would 


W the Trade of that Empyrick in Religion, the 
Head of that Church, be increaſed? What num- 


bers might flock to him under the Promiſes of 
a certain Cure, and for the Benefit of a Catholick, 

As the Author of the Letter has told us what 
Principles he diſlikes, in Oppofition thereto, he 
tells you what he approves of : Let me then in- 
quire into his darling Character, which I will not 
apply to Dr. C—-—k, nor can I imagine that he 
had any Authority to apply it to Dr. R-—. But 
let whoever is fond of it, take it: It is the Fx1zxnD 


to LIBERTY, in the Manner he deſcribes him; 


and judge from the Extent and Conſequence, whe- 
ther it can agree with the Character of a FRIEND 


to the Conſtitution, either in-Church or State. 


| He deſcribes him then to be One who is ſtu- 
„ dious to promote an UNLIMITED Toleration: 
that he claims a Right to judge for himſelf in 
* Matters of Religion, and is willing to allow 
„ every Man the ſame Right; that he wiſhes all 
religious Controverſies were left to the free 


. and impartial Deciſion of Reaſon and Scripture, 


«© without annexing any temporal Penalties, Incon- 
„ veniencies or Diſcouragements, to either Side of 
« the Queſtion : And (tho he puts it in the Front) 
« He is likely to promote any Attempts for its 
Service, and to diſcourage what may abridge 
* it,” If this be not overthrowing all the Laws 
which have been made for the Security of the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion and the Church f England, I 

<5; SS 2285 leave 


648950 
e to every ſerious diſpaſſionate Man to cou- 


« He is ſtudiouſly to promote an unlimited 
46 Toleration:ꝰ What! are the Popiſh Prieſts 
and Jeſuits to, be let in amongſt us, to the per- 
verting of the People, and overturning of the 
Conſtitution, without any temporal Penalty? Are 
there to be no Penal Laws or Teſts, no Denial of 
Tranſubſtantiation; but are the Fences, both of 
Church and State, to be thrown down' and laid 
open to all, and even Popery to be tolerated with 
e r 
But further; it may be allowed, that Man, as 
a Free Agent, has a natural Right or Power to 
judge for himſelf, in all Matters, either Religious 
or Civil ; but with this Reſtriction, that if he miſ- 
applies his Reaſon, judges wrong, and acts ac- 
cordingly, he may be ſubject to ſuch Incanve- 
niencies and Puniſhments as the Laws of God and 
Man have ordained: Thus in the civil State of 
Things, and in Matters temporal, a Man may 
poſſibly be of Opinion, that all Things are by Na. 


ture common, and ought to continue ſo; and — 
there have not been wanting thoſe who have en- * 


tertained ſuch Notions: But where Propęrty is h: 
ſettled by the Laws of the Land, If he ſhould _ 
invade it in another, the Law may call it Felony, 
and he be hanged for a Thief: ſo in religious Mat. f 
ters, the natural Right which he has to judge for D 
himſelf, may be reſtrained and kept within due th 
Bounds by aw, that the eccleſiaſtical Polity may C} 
be ſecured, and that without any Offence to Liber- 
ty ; for we are made ſubje& to the Law, that we 
may be more truly Free: and this Author would I 
himſelf ſeem to allow, that there ought to be 
ſome Rule of judging, for that all Religious 
Controverſies are to be left to the free and 
impartial Deciſion of Reaſon and GE 
ut 


TT 7 

But fill what is Scripture ? Is it the Canonical 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, as ack= 
nowledged by the Church of England, and re- 


ed eited in the Articles of Religion agreed to in 
ſts 1562, 6th Article? For therein the Freethinkers 
.r. aiffer, and ſome are tor diſcharing Part or ad- 
he mitting more. Who then is to be the Judge? 


Every Man has a Right, it is ſaid to judge for 


— — <- * 
e 


of I himſelf, and that without any Diſcouragement 
of or Inconvenience; he then muſt be the Judge of 
id hat is Reaſon, and what is Scripture, and the 
h- 4 only Judge, elſe his Liberty is reſtrained. Thus 
| 4 if there be no Rule to be fixed by any Autho- 
| 


ity, the Few, who reckons the Old Teftament 
None to be Scripture, as he cannot comprehend 
Wt hc Incarnation of our Saviour, makes That and 
is Reaſon his Guide; he is therefore to be diſ- 
charged from all Inconveniencies and Diſcou- 
agements; that is, he may and ought to be ca- 
pacitated even for Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, or 
It may prove a Diſcouragement to him. If the 
Papiſt ſhall call Tranſubſtantiation and Infallibi- 
lity, Image-worſhip and Purgatory, Reafon and 
Scripture, for he is to judge for himſelf, he is 
likewiſe to be freed from all Penalties; from 
all Diſcouragements : Nay we may even be afraid 
that the Turk ſhould call his Alcoran Scripture, 
and his bi of thinking, Reaſon, and he is then 
to be qualified for all manner of Employments. 
Thus monftrouſly abſurd is this Notion, this 
Deſcription of Liberty, without one Word of 
the Reſtriction by the Laws of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and the Laws of the Land. How 
ſtrangely do we wander, when we make not Law 
our Guide! N 19 5 
But to carry it ſtill further; the very Man who 

contends that there ought to be no Diſcourage- 
ment in religious W either Side _ 


(59) 
the Queſtion, forgets that he had deſcribed his 
Friend to Liberty to be one who is likely to 
promote any Attempts for its Service, and to 
diſcourage what may abridge it. I cannot com- 
prehend what he means by any Attempts : Any] 
Attempts ! What, in its utmoſt Extent and Con- 
ſequence ? Et Tu Brute? But to take it, con- 
trary to his Treatment of others, in the mil- 
deſt Senſe ; it mt at leaſt imply, that they who 
would have the Laws preſerved, which were 
made for the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſ-· 
fion, and of the Church of Exgland, and which 
ſettle an Uniformity in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
which Laws do undoubtedly inflict Penaltics, if 
and bring Inconveniencics and Diſcouragements 
on ſome Perſons in Matters of Religion, that 
they, and they only, are to be diſcouraged. 
udge then which is the true Friend to the 
Conſtitution, he who contends for a ſteady and 
. vigorous Adminiſtration of Juſtice according to 
. the Laws of the Realm, or this Man of Liber- 
. ty, who would deſtroy them all ? For let us 
conſider even his own Inference, © If the 
_ © Conſtitution of the Church of England is 
&« ſuch, that whoeyer maintains Liberty, pri- 
vate Judgment, the ſupreme Authority of 
“ Scripture and Reaſon, and a Right in All 
to a Toleration, by that becomes an Enemy 
c“ to it: What then? That ſuch a Conſtitution 
. © ought not to he preſerved. ” But neither the 
Laws of the Church, nor of the State, do ad- 
mit of a Right in All to a Toleration: Ergo- 
. Let him who dares make the Concluſion. Thus 
does this Friend to Liberty, from falſe Pre- 
miſes, draw dangerous Concluſions, and then 
declares if it be ſo, that the Conſtitution is not 
worth preſerving: What is this but ſtirring up 
Sedition amongſt his Majeſty's Subjects, and at 
| SS 


! C 
open Attack upon the Conſtitution? Certainl 
" lain of f Liberty, if 

no one can complain of want o Y, 1 
ſuch things as theſe may be wrote with Impu- 


ity. 

La us not wonder then, that thoſe who are 
watchful for the Good of the Church and State, 
Whould be called „ Nen Surely it is better 
co be too fearful for our Preſervation, to be 

Woo ſuſpicious, (if that had been the Caſc) than 
o give ſo great a Latitude. Shall an Obſtructi- 

on given to = one's Preferment, ariſing from 
WSuſpicions, until thoſe Suſpicions are cleared, be 
alled Perſecution ? Or is the ſame Evidence, 
he ſame Proof, required ayainſt any one> who 
Ws to have a Truſt of great — repoſed 
n him, as it would to inflit a Puniſhment ? 
Dught a Miniſter to be cenſured if in an Employ- 
ent in the State, the Advancement of any 


to one ſhould be retarded upon the leaſt Ground 
ergo Suſpicion, (let who will recommend him) un- 
by il he had given full Satisfaction of his Sinceri- 
; y y towards the Proteſtant Succeflion ? And why 


ay not the ſame be done in the Church, un- 
til a full Satisfaction be given, not only of a 
Conformity to, but of a thorough Belief and 
Approbation of the Doctrine and Worſhip of 
the Church of England? Are the Biſhops here- 
upon to be repreſented as a Court of Inquiſition, 
and to be uſed as the Primitive Perſecutor 

treated the then Churchmen, to be dreſſed up 
in the Shape of Lions and Wolves, and to be 
. . and baited as an Amuſement to the Po- 
r 5 

But notwithſtanding the various Projects of 
our Conſtitution- menders, I hope that every 
good Subject will think, that our Conſtitution 
is worth preſerving in the Manner it now ſtands, 
and that no Alteration therein ought to be at- 
| G 2 tempted. 
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tempted. But who are likely to deſire it? ng 
Friends to the Church of England an : Would | 

they betray the Rights which the Laws of the 

Land has given them? Do they not conſider, 
that though an Equality of Power be at firit on- 
ly contended for, it muſt naturally lead to a Su- 
periority ſomewhere, or to the producing a con- 
tinual Struggle? Should the Friends to Liber- 


ty, as they are called, become Superior, of i 


whatever Se& or Denomination they are, Have 
thoſe of the Church of England any Reaſon to 
expect the ſame kind Treatment as they now 
ſhow to others? Ex pede Hercules; from one 
Inſtance you may ſee of what a'perſecuting Spi- 
rit theſe Pretenders to Liberty are. 
The admitting into Holy Orders, the ordain- 
ing of Prieſts and Deacons, is a religious Mat- 
ter; Conſcience is therein greatly concerned, 
d they muſt lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
hough the Author of the Letter contends, 
that in all religious Matters they ought to judge 
for themſelves, without being ſubject to Pena 
tics or Inconveniencies, yet if upon the Crown's 
Nomination, almoſt the whole Bench of Biſhops 
(for the Caſe neceſſarily implies that there are 
not a ſufficient Number left to do it) ſhould de- 
cline to conſecrate the Perſon appointed, and 
humbly remonſtrate to his Majck that the) 
could not in Conſcience act therein, What i 
then to be done! They are to be called a Cabi 
of Biſhops, and one of the moſt Penal Laws is 
to be put in the moſt ſevere Manner in Execu- 
tion againſt them, and they are to be ſubjected 
to a Premunire, by 25 H. 8. J. 5. That is, the) 
ſhall be put out of the King's Protection, ſhall 
forfeit their Lands, Goods, and Chattels, and 
be e en during the King's Pleaſure; and 
* if. that be not ſuſficicat, it is left to the Conſr 
7722 | is &« eration 
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« deration of abler Perſons to think of a proper 
« Cure for ſo dangerous a Diſtemper.“ hat 
can there be more ſevere, unleſs it be Fire and 
Faggot? | | 
Thus we ſecs upon a Point of Conſcience, in 
a Matter of Religion, the Bench of Biſhops are 
to be cxtirpated, rather than an Indulgence 
W ſhould be given to their ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
and another be nominated. Here then is your 
Man of Moderation, who is againſt all tempo- 
ral Penaltics in Matters of Religion. But 
you may as well oppoſe the Rage of the Sea 
in a Tempeſt, as a * * * intoxicated with 
Power. 8 | # q | 
As thoſe of the Church of England have 
Reaſon to dread an Alteration, What would 
our Fellow Subjects of North Britain do? 
Would they be willing, though themſelves of a 
different Perſwaſion, to ſee thoſe Laws abro- 
ated, which tor the Security of the Church of 
— were made an eſſential and fundamental 
Part of the Union? Might they not juſtly be 
apprehenſive that their own Church Eſtabliſh- 
ment might hereaſter, upon any Change of 
Opinion, be likewiſe changed.“ f 
ext then as to the Diſſenters, I mean the ſeri- 
ous, reaſonable and thinking Part of them; for as 


to the hotteſt of them, we fec that many coul 


ven join with the Papiſts in extolling the diſpen= - 
ling Power, and were ready to further any Attempts 
tor obtaining an unlimited Toleration, and may 
again poſſibly aſſiſt their old Allies: But as to 
the moderate ones, let each Sect of them conſi- 
der; that although they might hope in Time 
to be uppermoſt, and bring all into their own 
Model, (tor if they ſay they don't deſire it, had 
they Power, they cannot be ſincere in their re- 
ligious Principles) yet if they ſhould fail, — 
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Ages of the Chureh an 
_ after his late Majcity's Acceſſion to the Crown, re- 
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ſome other Se& outſtrip them, are they ſuro 
they ſhall be ſo well uſed as at preſent by the 
Church of Kngland ? They are ſenſible of the 


Effects of an unlimited Toleration ; Where then 


would they have the Bounds fixed ? only to ex- 
clude the Papiſts ? Are they willing to give up 
our Saviour's Divinity, and to have all Errors 
in Faith propagate N Where there is ſo great a 
Latitude, can't the Papiſts eaſier turn themſelves 
into different Shapes, ſo as to crowd in unob- 
ſerved, and increaſe our Diviſions ? Or what 
Space is it to be reſtrained to ? Is this general 
and unlimited Toleration to be extended to 
North Britain ? Are they ſure of their Appro- 
bation ? Let them then conſider what Hazards 
may enſue, and how eaſy they may be at preſent : 
Has not the Church of England always enjoyed 
their preſent Privileges, in the ſame Extent ? 
Why ſhould they be diſpoſſeſſed? Have not 
they- themſelves the ſame Liberty, the. ſame 
Rights, as they had at his Majeſty's happy Ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown, or indeed at any Time 


| ſince the Revolution? And are they not great- 


er than they ever before 7 from the carlieſt 
d State? Were they not 


ſtored to a Capacity of obtaining Places of Profit 
and Preferments, even by an Occaſional Confor- 
mity, and to the Privilege of educating: their 


Children as they pleaſed? Both which they had 
been deprived of at the latter End of Queen 
Anne's Reign; and was not this the utmoſt of 


their Wiſhes? Are new Rights then to be cre- 
ated, new Liberties erected, only to gratify 
them? What is their great Merit to deſerve it, 
or the Church's Demerit to forteit theirs ? As 


all they at firſt deſired was the Liberty of 


ſerving God in their own Way, that they enjoy 
without 


* 
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without Moleſtation: The Toleration is invio- 
lably obſerved, and as good _— they have 
his Majeſty's Protection and Indulgence z as 
good Men they are eſteemed and valued,. and 
can reaſonably deſire no more, 
Let us next inquire as to thoſe (too many 1 
fear in Number) who are perfectly indifferent 
as to Religious Matters, and to all Church 
Government; whoſe Religion ſits eaſy upon 
them, and if my have any Appearance of it, 
'tis only as the Dreſs of their Country, but ſo 
that they may continue to enjoy their Profit and 
their Pleaſures, their Eſtates and their Liberties, 
though ſome Sort of Eccleſiaſtical Government: 
they muſt expect, care not (to expreſs my ſelf 
more ſuitable to their Ideas) whether the Lawn 
Sleeves, the Black Cloak, or the Starch'd Cra- 
vat, have the ſole Direction of all Spiritual 
Affairs: Would they lit more eaſy upon a Stool 
of Repentance, than under the Diſcipline of the 
Church of England £ How unreaſonable muſt 
they think it, to be diſturbed with ſuch Con- 
tentions as theſe ? But that they ſhould be in 
Danger of loſing all they value, and the com- 
mon Enemy to Liberty and Property, as well ag 
to our Religion, through theſe Struggles for 
Superiority, wherein they don't look upon them» 
ſelves concerned, ſhould be let in, muſt be to 
them provoking : Tis apparently therefore their 
Intereſt, that no Alterations ſhould be attempt- 
ed; but that thoſe who are, and have always 
been in Poſſeſſion, ſhould keep it quietly, 
Thus of the whole Nation it can turn to ac- 
count to none but the Papiſts and thoſe Enemies 
to our Government who may find their Advan- 
tage in Fiſhing in troubled Waters : For it is 
certain that Rome or the Pretender can have no 
hopes of ever obtaining a Footing here, but 
We | through 


(36) 
through our own Diviſions and Uneaſinefs ; and 
theſe can ariſe but from two Cauſes, from Appre- 
henſions either as to our Civil or Religious 


Rights: And the Author of the Letter obſerves, 


that nothing can alienate the Affections of the 
People from the Intereſts of the preſent Royal 

mily, as long as their Civil and Religious 

ts are pre erved. | 

Strong Attempts have been made to raiſe Diſ- 
turbances, under a Pretence that our Civil Li- 
berties were in Danger: But what is a convin- 
cing Proof thut the Nation in general are fully 
ſatisfied with his Majeſty's Goodnefs, and the 
tender Care he has of the Liberties of his Sub- 
Jefts ; and that it is impoſſible by any direct 
Means to create a Diffidence in the People, or 
A Diſlike towards the preſent Royal Family 
upon that Head, is; that when we ſaw the Na- 


tion half intoxicated with the Fumes of Wine | 


and Tobacco, no ſooner did that illuſtrious 
Prince of the Houſe of Orange appear here, but 


the — — with an artleſs undiſſembled Joy, 
fly locked to ſee one, who was not only | 


—_— s 
10 f renowned for his Princely Qualities; 
bad le Var to them as a Relation of — Great 
Deliverer, from whom we enjoy our preſent 
Happineſs : They ſtrove without Diſtinction ot 
Party, which ſhould ſhow the moſt fincere Marks 
of a juſt Veneration for him, and exprefs the 
heartieſt Congratulations of thoſe happy Nup- 
tials, whereby one of the moſt beautiful and of 
the moft accompliſhed Princeſſes in 2 Was 
given to his Arms, as a juſt and grateful Re- 

turd for the Kindneſs the Royal Family had 

received from the Great Naſſau. Mortifying 
Sight to thoſe who hate his Memory ! 
| As therefore they muſt find how vain it is 

to rhake an Attack upon that Part of the Con- 

ſtitution, 


( $9 ) 
id IM ftitution, ſupplied with Commanders of that 
e · Skill and Fortitude, and whoſe Hands are 
us MW ſtrengthened ſor its Defence; it is natural 19 
% MW think that they will turn it againſt the other, 
he MW which they hope to find the more delencelels 
val Side; and tho“ ſenſible of the Courage, the Abi» 
us litics, the indefatigable Care and Wartchtulneſs 
of thoſe who guard our Church, yet think to 
iſ» {MW create Diviſions among them, and even to diſ- 
ji- WW unite the Leaders; and that, either through 
n- MW Prejudice or Indifference, imagine, that the 
y may not be ſo readily ſupported 3 and if this 
he can be carried, the other will lye more open 
ib - td their Attac. 5 A. 


ect See then the Stratagems which are earried 


eat <an be created, their great Miriam, Knowledge, 
| profound Learning, Singular 


Ne⸗ Diſſentars, as e Perſecutors, and com- 
ad mon Enemies to Liberty: Jo thoſe in the Op- 
ing poſition, becauſe they fruſtrate their Defignsy 
they are termed a Dead Weight, and Tools to 

is the Miniſtry : Theſe 1 think are the Wordle of 
on- tde Letter, and 'ris wonderful the learned THE 
plar 


lent Appeal to the People, 
and to create Apprehenſjons In them, that their 
Religious Liberties were in Dan 


(5x8) 
plercould not find ont a Premunive for fuch a 
_atbal of Biſhops in this Point alſo ; To thoſe | 
who join in the Support of his Ma _ Admini- 
ſtration, they are to be rendere 5 
for acting, for voting, for uniting in the ſame 
Meaſures with themſelves, as acting upon ſelfiſh 
Views; Vile Calumnies! How many Sym 


- toms of that unhappy Temper, that once broug t 


theſe Realms into Confuſion! 


No longer let theſe ſubtle Arts of Roms 
prevail, by ſowing Diſſention amon us to 


weaken the Hands of the Government. | 

What could then the- Intentions of that Tots 
ter be? Was it to direct the Royal Choice ? 
That were too preſuming; Was it by an inſo- 
to influence them, 


and to ir- 
ritate thoſe, who although they diffent from the 
Church, are yet deter and with the Gos 
vernment 7 A. 12 And 
t what mean Bo Exp — ow The 
orld then is the Judge b the Merits 0 ths tho 
Cauſe.— And again, * If ſuch a Recommen- 
dation be not r or ſufficient, I» Farewell 
Learning, Farewell Merit, and let Flattery and 
— and implicit F̃ubmiſſ on, and erbitrary 


Impaſition ride in 2 5 To whom wig 
he ho 


Recommendation ? was to be the 
ge whether it were 


per or . ? 
ſhall ſpare the RefleRion, b but can't ro 

ſerving, That # where ſuch Variety of falſe 

Colourings are invented”, though the Defence 


| ofthe Doctor be the Pretence, & ſuch @ Scene 


could not have been acted unleſs it — to 
22 ſome Truths which it "oy not be 0 


e e | 
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. His Application to that Right Hongurahje 
fe I Perfonz' whoſe vaſt Abilities are acknowledged 
ni> Hand admired by all, is really. ſorprizing; He 


le is not to be moved by ſuch little Arts as theſ@?;. 
me EW Flattery is loſt upon bim, for it cannot reach. 
iſh his Merit: His Candour afid Goodneſs is ſugh,. 
p r e * I 72 any 
bt  Mthing was int in Oppoſition to him; he 
| will think that it ie, * 1, os A faithqul - 
mo Heart, and fincere Principles; and were it his 
to Friends Cauſe, were it his own Cauſe, he 
vill ftill unite with thoſe who are in his Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſt, will ſtill join in ſupporting 
our Conſtitution, and in the Defence of true 
iberty, as it is bounded and circumſcribed by 
Law, and act, as he has always done, with the 
utmoſt Honour. Yu hs | 
And you, great Sir, who have drawn theſe 
Reflections upon you, by your Fidelity to his 
ajeſty, and your Care for our Religion, go 
on and proſper in your good Deſigns, in main- 
aining the DoRrin, the Worſhip, the Diſci- 
pline, and the Government of the Church of 
gland as by Law eſtabliſhed, and the beſt 
Wiſhes of all its true Friends attend you, Nor 
gan any one'with'it more, than, 
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Cambridge, * , Pour moff faithful | 
13 Jan. iy. 3 & 
Servant, 


P. J. We are to expect, it ſeems, a ſecond 
Letter from this Author, upon the Policy of 
che Oppaſition given to Pr. — a w 
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Nen . at k 
72 'Repard to our +. Jar Conſcien the! 
& Policy but it may poſſibly. in human 
15 prove fometimes otherwiſe: If our 
elate has erred in it redounds the more! 


to his Honour, as it ows he has no te 
Intereſt, no private Views to ferve, but acts fon 
the Good, of Religion only, if that be an Erve 


in Tolieh, e aer ille Ne ag 
© Go N pied ITF nk 
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